
MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

Greetings Fellow Knights, 

  

The summer is upon us and the normal Florida heat, 

rinse, cool, repeat cycle is now our daily routine. I 

will still have some events planned and even a few 

rides scheduled so as always come prepared.  

I am planning my annual trip to see my daughter in 

New Jersey. thinking of a coastal route up and a few 

side trips to the New England states and up state 

New York. On the way back I think I will cut through 

Virginia and hook up with the Blue Ridge Parkway 

and head to the Smokey Mountains and back south 

through the North Georgia mountains. If I plan it right 

I should see some beautiful foliage. I love South 

West Florida but I sure do enjoy seeing the Autumn 

season rolling in up North Just have to get home be-

fore the cold sets in.  

As always I am looking for suggestions for places to 

eat and destination rides. Let me know if you would 

like to have some ice cream runs to beat the heat.  

The International Convention is being held June 29th 

through July 4th in Belgium. Election results will be 

released during the convention. Good luck to all our 

fellow knights and safe travels. Please keep our 

brothers and sisters in your thoughts and prayers for 

a safe and wonderful trip.  
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 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ αȾΫ   
ίȡέΪ ÐÍ 

Dine at the Shrine  

Hot Sands Tiki Bar. 

600 N Beneva RD Sarasota 
 

4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ αȾΫ   
αȡΪΪ ÐÍ 

Monthly Chapter Meeting.  

2nd floor of the Shrine  

 600 N Beneva RD, Sarasota 
 

3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ αȾΫά 
γȡΪΪ ÁÍ  

Breakfast at Bob Evans  

5903 Brookhill Blvd/Fruitville Rd.  

Ride depending on the weather. 
 

&ÒÉÄÁÙ αȾάί 
ίȡέΪ ÐÍ  

Dinner at Der Dutchman  

 3713 Bahia Vista Street Sarasota  

( Bring the Family ) 
 

**************************************  

LET PRESIDENT GIBBONS KNOW IF YOU WANT TO 

LEAD UP A RIDE, BREAKFAST, LUNCH, 

 DINNER OR ICE CREAM RUN  

**************************************  

Patrick Gibbons 
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Ride with Pride 



 #ŋńœŗňŕ %śňņŘŗŌřň "ŒńŕŇ 

0ŕňŖŌŇňőŗ ȣȢȢ 0ńŗŕŌņŎ 'ŌŅŅŒőŖ 

6Ōņň 0ŕňŖŌŇňőŗ ȣȣ *ńŐňŖ 4ŋŒŐńŖ 

4ŕňńŖŘŕňŕ ȣȣȣȣȢ *Œŋő %ŐŕŌņŎ 

3ňņŕňŗńŕŜ ȣȣȢ $ŒŐňőŌņ #ňņņńőňņņŋŌŒ 

3ňŕŊňńőŗ ńŗ !ŕŐŖ  ȣȢ  *ńŐňŖ 2Ŝńő   

 

"ŒńŕŇ Œŉ $ŌŕňņŗŒŕŖ 

3ŌŇ *ŒőňŖ Ⱦ 0ńŖŗ 0ŕňŖŌŇňőŗ 

4ŕńņŜ $Řőő 

"ŒŅŅŜ 'ŕŒŗŝ 

 

/œňŕńŗŌŒőŖ 

*ńŐňŖ +ŌŕŎœńŗŕŌņŎ Ⱦ #ŋńœŏńŌő 

$ŒŐňőŌņ #ňņņńőňņņŋŌŒ Ⱦ 7ňŅŐńŖŗňŕ 

"ŕŌńő -ńņ#Œőőňŏŏ Ⱦ 1ŘńŕŗňŕŐńŖŗňŕ 

*ŌŐ +ňŏŏŜ Ⱦ 3ńŉňŗŜ /ŉŉŌņňŕ 

$ŒŐňőŌņ #ňņņńőňņņŋŌŒ Ⱦ .ňŚŖŏňŗŗňŕ 
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pjgibby1969@comcast.net

alexandjay1988@gmail.com 

dcc444@comcast.net

 In the Chapter Market                   
Jim Ryan ð Woodworking made to order.  
Tell me what you want, size, and specific wood (if requested) 
and I will make it.   Very reasonable prices.  
941-313-1363  or   jryanretired@aol.com   

            

2014 FLHTK Harley Davidson Ultra Limited  
Color- Daytona Blue            Mileage- 17500 
Includes headsets for rider and passenger  

Price- $12200.00   FIRM 
John Emrick       Mddre3077@aol.com 

Michael Klein is selling a DeWalt Drill 
Driver 12V 3/8ò.  
Cost new $100 asking $50.  
Comes with two batteries, a charger 
and carrying bag.   
Michael Klein  941-809-9986 
msk0217@gmail.com 

 

PRICE REDUCED 

2016 Harley Davidson FLSTFBS ñFatboyò All 
Black, 25645 Miles. Price - $12,000. NOW $11,000. 
Purchased from Rossiterôs HD August 15, 2022 and 
has been garage kept everyday.  Price includes a 
brand new windshield still in the box, never opened. 
Contact John Emrick at 410-991-8161 (okay to 
leave a message) or mddre3077@aol.com 

https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/#
mailto:jryanretired@aol.com
mailto:Mddre3077@aol.com
mailto:msk0217@gmail.com
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 In the Chapter Market                   

 

 

2002 Yamaha Road Star 1600, 32,000 miles 

New battery, new tires, am/fm/blue tooth audio system 

$6000 

Jim Ryan : 941-313-1363  or   jryanretired@aol.com 

 

Michael Klein is selling a practically brand new motorcycle dolly. He used it 5 or 
6 times with his new bike and it just isnôt working out. His loss is your gain he 
paid $120.00 and is looking for $75.00 OBO.it is already assembled and ready 
to go. Contact info below.  

msk0217@gmail.com   941-809-9986 

VALUE  OF BEING PART OF THE BLUE KNIGHTS  

I am currently side -lined from riding my motorcycle due to some medical issues which 
seemingly came  out of  nowhere.  As much as it has been a pain working through the 
medical process, the time has provided some reflection on what many of  our members 
have gone through, and some are currently going through.  
This is far from the first time I have had to set the Harley aside to recuperate from a sur-
gery, but this time there is no set time for recovery.  I took for granted that I would be 
healthy enough to ride uninterrupted for many years to come.  This event has made it 
clear that there is no guarantee of  this.  
Despite my limitations at this moment in time, I feel it  is important, if  not more so, to at-
tend the chapterõs events as others with restrictions have done before me.  Although 
the Blue Knights revolves around motorcycling, I have seen it is not the core of  the or-
ganization.  It is about being part of  a group with similar or associated law enforcement 
backgrounds.  People who understand the mindset of  the first responder, 
which is hard to come by these days.  

mailto:jryanretired@aol.com
mailto:msk0217@gmail.com


J U L Y  2 0 2 5  

 

 

 

 

  

THIS MONTH 'S TIPS FROM SAFETY OFFICER J IM KELLEY 

We all know that when we ride, car drivers will sometimes turn left in front of  us.   Some-
times with tragic consequences.   Why does this happen often?   It has to do with the size 
of  your motorcycle.   Yes, it's a big bike, but sometimes not big enough to register in the 
visual cortex of  a car driver.   Consider your position at a light.   You may be "blanketed" 
by a larger vehicle behind you.   The opposite driver may not have the visual acuity (or 
brains) to see you.   Instead, their brain registers the vehicle behind you, NOT your 
bike.   This is especially true in low -light situations.   The headlights of  the vehicle behind 
you may camouflage you to the driver on the opposite side.    
 
What to do?   First, be visible.   High beam and spotlights on at all times, day or 
night.   Bright or reflective clothing, especially at night.   Make eye contact (if  you can) 
with the opposite driver.   Move the bike a little bit to "break" the visual pattern. Watch 
the front tires of  the opposite vehicle.   Do they indicate the intent to 
turn?   Most importantly, be aware that the opposite driver may turn 
unexpectedly, and be ready for a "quick stop".   Both brakes, clutch 
in!   And if  you have to do this, glance in your mirror.   That vehicle 
behind you is coming!  
 
It's a big, bad world out there, so let's ride smart and sober!    

Jim Kelley is a retired Lieutenant in the Boston Police Department.  A former motor officer 
and  member of Blue Knights MA Chapter 1.   Jim served as an instructor for motorcycle, side-
car, and trike as well as motorcycle-specific first aid.  A new resident of FL, Jim is employed at 
Total Impact Guns and Indoor Range in Nokomis, where he serves as a firearm instructor and 
salesman.  He hopes to enhance the safety of our chapter by focusing on visibility, awareness, 
and knowledge.  



J U L Y  2 0 2 5  

 aŜŜǝƴƎ /ŀƭƭ ǘƻ hǊŘŜǊΥ  ōȅ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Dƛōōƻƴǎ Ϫ тΥллta                              
                              Lƴ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΥ      9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ ƻŶŎŜǊǎΥ п     hŶŎŜǊǎΥ м       aŜƳōŜǊǎΥ мр       DǳŜǎǘǎΥ м    

Pledge of Allegiance:  led by President Gibbons    
Invocation:  by Jim Kirkpatrick  
Welcoming Remarks:  by President Gibbons.     
PRESIDENTS REPORT:  PATRICK GIBBONS  
¶ Thunder By The Bay (TBB) appreciation event. Thanks to generous donors the event netted over $250,000 for Suncoast Cha-
raties. Save the date Feb 13th thru Feb 15th, 2026 TBB major headliners Knight Ranger and 38 Special.    

¶ International elections continue until June 30th.  Check for email links if you did not receive election notification.  Importance 
of voting was discussed among members. 

¶ Discussion pertaining to our chapter board due to projected changes. Executive positions will be open.  Any member interested 
in running for a board position can receive detailed information from any current board officer. 

¶ Let President Gibbons know if you want to head up a ride or any event! Tell him what, where, when. You plan it out and carry 
it out. You plan the route.  Do a bike knight event, poker run, charity rides, ice cream run, pizza night. If you can give it to 
President Gibbons before the 18th of each month. If its a last minute thing no problem we will get it out to the membership.  

VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT:  JIM THOMAS 
¶  See description and purchasing details for tees in the newsletter. 
¶ Please remember to continue efforts to recruit new members. 

TREASURERS REPORT:  JOHN EMRICK    
¶ Motion to accepted May treasurers report:  Motion Brian MacConnell 2nd Jim Ryan, all approved 
¶ Financial Position: Chapter is financially solvent.  Required annual documentation is up to date.  
¶ All of the specific financial numbers will be available by request to our Treasurer. 
¶ Current treasurer John Emrick will not seek reelection but will train interested candidate. 

SECRETARY / WEBMASTER'S REPORT: DOMENIC CECCANECCHIO  N/A 
¶ Motion to accept Aprily minutes John Chuisano, 2nd Dan Thompson, all approved. 

SAFETY OFFICER: JIM KELLY  -   

¶ Discussed hydration and head gear especially during summer months. 

¶ Advised riders to be aware of oil on the roadway especially after it rains. 

CHAPLIN:   JAMES KIRKPATRICK: N/A   

SRC / INTERNATIONAL REPORT: 

See Newsletter for details. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Christmas Party: Scheduled for Saturday, December 20th at the Venitian Hotel in Venice FL.  Entertainment was discussed and 
Cynthia Brock and her partner Patrick have been retained.  President Gibbons is working on getting special room rates.  

Ralph Smith has a medical lift chair/recliner available for anyone in need. 

Jim Ryan suggested doing another charitable event (Cornhole). Details to be determined. 

NEW BUSINESS :  Beyoud Bikes has a new repair shop @ 6224 31st St Esat.   

SICK AND DISTRESSED:   
          0ŏňńŖň Ŏňňœ ŒŘŕ ŖŌņŎ ńőŇ ŇŌŖŗŕňŖŖňŇ ŐňŐŅňŕŖ ńőŇ ŗŋňŌŕ ŉńŐŌŏŌňŖ Ōő ŜŒŘŕ ŗŋŒŘŊŋŗŖ ńőŇ œŕńŜňŕŖȢ 

Jeffrey Longwell  Geri Buscemi        Rick Deal George Anderson 

50-50 DRAWING:         Amount:  $60       Winner:   Geri Bucemicei $30   Othger donated items were also awarded. 

 MOTION TO ADJOURN: Time:   7:56PM, Motion: Jim Ryan 2nd: Brian MacConnell, all aproved    

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING:  TUESDAY, June 1st, 2025 

Submitted By:   Domenic Ceccanecchio, Secretary BK XVIII 
 
 
   

BLUE KNIGHTS FLORIDA XVIII 
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING - MINUTES               June 3, 2025 
7:00PM - 2nd floor Sahib Shriners, 600 N Beneva Rd, Sarasota FL   

President:  Patrick Gibbons  - Vice President:  James Thomas  -  Treasurer:  John Emrick  -   Secretary/Webmaster:  Dom Ceccanecchio 

Sergeant At Arms:  James Ryan   -  Past President:  Sid Jones  -  Director: Bob Grotz - Director:  Tracy Dunn    

Quartermaster:  Brian MacConnell  -  Chaplin: James Kirkpatrick  - Safety Officer : Jim Kelly 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEWLY ELECTED INTERNATIONAL OFFICERS 
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I continue to take orders for our newly designed chapter tee shirts.   

You can order them at our monthly chapter meeting or you can email me your request.  

Details:  

Ý The cost per shirt is $20 regardless of type or size.  

Ý We are only purchasing shirts based on your orders.   

Ý We would like to have payment upfront before we place the order.  

Ý Colors and sizes are listed below.  

Colors:               Pastel Blue /  Silver  / White  

Menôs Tee:        Sleeveless              Long sleeve              Sizes:   XS - 4X 

Ladies Tee:           Tank                    Long sleeve              Sizes:   XS - 2X  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello brothers and sisters, I hope this letter finds all of you well.  

The rides have been less than the heat has been far more. Weôve had some quality meals to-
gether, but no rides following. You can still come out and enjoy a good meal. Doesnôt matter if 
you ride or not. Drive your cage, we donôt care. We just want to see you there out and about 
and having fun with brotherhood and fellowship. Remember always drink water and hydrate 
before you go out in this mess called Florida. Red tide season is coming up so please be care-
ful. We donôt want any brain eating amoebaós getting in any of our brothers and sisters. We 
have a few members who have found out that they are ill. They donôt know what the status of 
their condition is yet. Iôm not at liberty to talk about who but please if you take a moment to 
pray please include the unspoken in your prayers. If anyone has any ideas about additional 
charities, we can look at, please let us know. I believe Jim Ryan is assisting in organizing a 
cornhole tournament again. Please come out and support those efforts. I will be out of the net 
for the next meeting or medical reasons and will try to be back on my motorcycle as soon as 
possible to join the rides. I am considering trying to design a new shirt specifically stating 
2025 was something that we havenôt done before. If anyone has interest in a specific 2025 shirt 
being made, please text me and let me know. I have a few ideas that I think will be spectacular 
so we shall see on my ideas. Look when they go on ink.  

Please have a safe month and I will see you when I can.   
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June 1, 2025, while traveling on the Blue Ridge Parkway near 

Rockey Knob Recreation Area, Virginia, my wife and I were one of 

the first people to come across a motorcyclist that had struck a 

deer. The Motorcyclist was in very bad shape, with what appeared 

to be life threatening head trauma and labored breathing. My wife 

(Elisa) an experienced trauma (ER) Nurse, jumped into action to 

assist the gentlemen with limited resources until sheriffôs and EMS 

arrived. We stay with the team until the gentleman was medivac off 

the parkway. God put us there at that moment for a reason! Elisa to provide medical assis-

tance and me to protect the injured man from traffic on the parkway. This experience motivat-

ed me to share the below prayer for our June meeting. President Patrick asked that I share the 

prayer to the newsletter. 

Heavenly Father, 

As we take to road today, I ask for your guidance. 

Grant me us a calm and focused mind, steady hands, and a watchful eye. 

Keep us alert to dangers and help us to drive with care and consideration. 

Protect us and all who share the roadðdrivers, passengers, cyclists, and pedestrians. 

Shield us from harm, accidents, and distractions. 

Grant patience in traffic, wisdom in decision-making, and grace in frustration. 

May our journey be safe, our purpose clear, and our heart thankful for every arrival. 

And when the road is long or weariness sets in, renew our strength and awareness. 

Lord, be our constant companion on this journey. 

Amen. 

 

 

  
Chaplain Jimmy Kirkpatrick 
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Most motorcycles in use today have two sets of brakes that are operated independently.   During my 
days of reconstructing crashes (ACTAR Certified), we had a few incidents of high-speed wobble 
where panic and breaking caused a crash in which weight shift was the answer.  

It is difficult to simplify many situations where brakes should be used independently or together for 
the best results.  However, for a normal stop, the gradual application of both brakes is best. The 
weight of the motorcycle will shift forward and the front suspension compresses allowing traction to 
the front tire.  This is gradual without applying the front lever too hard which will cause a skid and 
possibly a low-side fall and the driver will go down.   This progressive use of the brakes, from gentle 
to firmer, is the proper method to achieve maximum braking without locking up either wheel. 

As the weight transfers forward, the rear becomes lighter. Increasing brake pressure on the rear 
could cause a skid as the rear tire has less traction as weight shifts forward. This is generally why 
the rear wheel is not equipped with very powerful brakes. 

In a normal stop, you should apply both brakes simultaneously using the gentle to firmer process 
described above. The motorcycle should be shifted down through the gears and you should stop in 
first gear so you can take off again if necessary. This should be done early enough so the left foot 
can come to the ground first. The right foot should remain on the rear brake until the rider is fully 
stopped. 

Using the front brake only, especially in a turn, could cause a crash as well.  In slow speed maneu-
vers, especially with the handlebars turned, the front brake provides too much power and should be 
avoided.  Often the best way to offset a low-speed front brake action where the bike may go down is 
to throttle out.  Using your upper body to counterweight the motorcycle by letting the motorcycle 
lean and you stay upright can also help. 

Low speed clutch control situations also require use of only the rear brake. Using the throttle, clutch 
and rear brakes together is a skill riders should practice allowing them to ride very slowly. This is 
useful in traffic jams, when approaching left hand turns at intersections and in limited space maneu-
vers.   

There are likely many situations for use of brakes thus having a good working knowledge of brake 
usage is an important tool.  

There are likely many situations for use of brakes thus having a good working knowledge of brake 
usage is an important tool. 

§ŰШsƨũǃШΝЯШΞΜΞΡШċШŰĲƽШƚƣċƣĲШũċƽШƽĲŰƣШŔŰƣŸШĲǭĲĦƣШƖĲŊċƖĬŔŰŊШƣőŸƚĲШ
ĦċƖĲũĲƚƚШƚƓĲĲĬĲƖƚШŸŰШƣőĲШƖŸċĬƽċǃƚШƣőċƣШĦŸƨũĬШũċŰĬШƣőĲůШĤĲр
őŔŰĬШĤċƖƚШŉŸƖШċШƚƓũŔƣ-ƚĲĦŸŰĬШĬĲĦŔƚŔŸŰЮ 

[ŸƖШƣőŸƚĲШƽőŸШĦőŸŸƚĲШƣŸШƚƓĲĲĬШƖĲĦťũĲƚƚũǃЯШƣőĲШŰĲƽШũċƽШƚŔŊŰĲĬШ
ĤǃШ]ŸƻЮШÅŸŰШ?ĲÉċŰƣŔƚШƣċƖŊĲƣƚШĬƖŔƻĲƖƚШŊŸŔŰŊШΡΜШůŔũĲƚШŸƻĲƖШƣőĲШ
ƚƓĲĲĬШũŔůŔƣШŸƖШĬƖŔƻŔŰŊШΝΜΜШůŔũĲƚШƓĲƖШőŸƨƖШŸƖШůŸƖĲЮ 

ШǯƖƚƣ-ƣŔůĲШŸǭĲŰƚĲШũċŰĬƚШǃŸƨШƨƓШƣŸШΟΜШĬċǃƚШŔŰШŢċŔũШċŰĬШƨƓШƣŸШċШ
ҘΡΜΜШǯŰĲЯШċŰĬШŉŸƖШƖĲƓĲċƣĲĬШŸǭĲŰƚĲƚЯШƨƓШƣŸШΦΜШĬċǃƚШŔŰШŢċŔũШċŰĬШƨƓШ
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Mike Shockley - Chairman 
Randy Hoagland - Vice-Chairman 
Bob Awtrey - International Rep 
Justin Hartley - Secretary 
Al Fryer - Treasurer 

Tёю SRC ћюѐђјї ђїьѕўэюќ: 

Alabama            Bahamas 
Florida               Bermuda 
Georgia             Puerto Rico 
Louisiana          Virgin Islands 
Mississippi 
South Carolina 

NEWSLETTER:  https://srcknights.org/

SRC WEBSITEð https://srcknights.org/ 

ÑŸШƻŔĲƽШƣőĲШÉÅ9ШcĲƖċũĬШŔŰШŔƣќƚШĲŰƣŔƖĲƣǃШŊŸШƣŸ https://srcknights.org/newsletter/ 

https://srcknights.org/newsletter/
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Beverly Hills Dog  
Premier Doggy Daycare  

    For tiny, small and medium sized dogs                      
2030 Bispham Road Sarasota 34231 

              941-822-0888 

C     

https://www.dogdog.org/pet-boarding-service/beverly-hills-dog-sarasota 

https://www.dogdog.org/pet-boarding-service/beverly-hills-dog-sarasota
https://pavingcrew.com/
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https://adrenaline-hd.com/


IƻǳǊǎΥ ммŀƳ - фǇƳ 
рном ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tƪǿȅ Σ {ŀǊŀǎƻǘŀ 
όфпмύ упм-фнтф  

²9.{L¢9Υ  ƘǧǇǎΥκκƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ-ōōǉΦŎƻƳ  
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https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/#hours
https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/map/
tel:(941)%20841-9279
https://mission-bbq.com/
https://gulfsandsrealty.com/

