
MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

Greetings Brother and Sister Knights, 
  

 As we move into February and the height of 
our SWFL riding season we are preparing 
for one of our favorite events Thunder By 
The Bay! This year is the 25th anniversary 
for the event with big name bands and our 
Sunday United We Ride Charity Ride. This 
year .38 Special is the headline band and 
coincidentally our chapter is raffling off a 
Taurus.38 Special revolver with a custom 
presentation box. 
 
 This  event always brings visiting Blue 
Knights from all over to our booth and hos-
pitality trailer. Keeping the Brother and sis-
terhood strong. We usually find a few new 
potential members during the weekend. We 
raise most of our charity funds during this 
weekend. We get to work  with our local 
motorcycle community promoting the Blue 
Knights.  Thunder By The Bay is a very im-
portant partnership that continues to help our 
chapter as we help the TBB charity.  
 
I would also like to say how proud I was of 
Chapter FL  XVIII for coming out to take 
our brother Tom Post on his last ride and his 
first ride in Heaven One. It’s sad days like 
this that solidify my belief that the Blue 
Knights International LEMC is the best 
LEMC in the world. The brotherhood and 
sisterhood is strong. 
 
  
Sincerely, 
Patrick 
  

BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNERS WILL TAKE PLACE 
RAIN OR SHINE  RIDES ARE SUBJECT TO  

MOTHER NATURE’S APPROVAL. 

 

2/2 Thursday  11:00AM  
Lunch at Kelly’s Roast Beef 5407 University Pkwy SRQ. ( the old sweet 
tomatoes)   ♦️♦️♦️♦️We will take a ride after lunch. We need to take the 
Thunder By the Bay ride route. We have to time the run and make sure it 
will be safe and fun.♦️♦️♦️♦️ 
  

2/7 Tuesday 5:30PM  
Dinner at the Hot Sands Tiki Bar ( Sahib Shriners) 600N Beneva RD Sara-
sota.  

 2/7 Tuesday 7:00 PM  
Monthly General Membership Meeting upstairs at the Sahib Shriners 
600N Beneva RD Sarasota. 
  

2/11 Saturday 9:00 AM 
Breakfast at Der Dutchman restaurant 3713 Bahia Vista St Sarasota. Let’s 
take a ride after breakfast.  
  
 
 
 

 
 

Thunder by the Bay 2/16 thru 2/19 
2/16 Thursday (time TBD) tent and booth set up at the Fairgrounds. 
2/17 Friday 4:00 PM -10:00 PM Thunder By The Bay  
2/18 Saturday 10:00 AM – 10:00PM Thunder By The Bay  
2/19 Sunday 9:30 AM Adrenaline HD TBB Freedom Ride  
2/19 Sunday 10:00 AM – 5:00 PM  
  

 
2/26 Sunday 10:00 AM  

Sunday Funday Ride Meet up at the FOP Lodge #3 3600 Circus Blvd Sara-
sota. We will take a ride and find lunch. Come with some ideas the best 
one wins the ride destination.  
 

Ride with Pride 

Patrick Gibbons 
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SICK AND DISTRESSED 

Please keep our sick and dis-
tressed members and their 
families in your thoughts 
and prayers. 
 
Rory MacConnell is receiving 
and doing well from his radia-
tion treatments and will be re-
ceiving long term care! 
 
Cece Judge continues to receive 
medical care. 
 
Paul Fieber is being treated at 
home and at the hospital.   
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Fellow Knights 

• The chapters annual membership 
dues have been submitted to the International. 

• SRC Registrations are coming in daily and all funds have 
been deposited into our account 

• We have streamlined our banking accounts with PNC as 
to be compliant with current regulations and procedures 

• All of our accounts are up to date and 
balanced, the Chapter finances are in 
the black 

Aquarius (Water Bearer): January 20–February 18   
Innovative, progressive, and shamelessly 
revolutionary, Aquarius is represented by 
the water bearer, the mystical healer who 
bestows water, or life, upon the land. Ac-
cordingly, Aquarius is the most humanitari-
an astrological sign. At the end of the day, 
Aquarius is dedicated to making the world 
a better place.  

Pisces (Fish): February 19–March 20 

Pisces has absorbed every lesson — the 
joys and the pain, the hopes and the fears 
— learned by all of the other signs. It's 
symbolized by two fish swimming in oppo-
site directions, representing the constant di-
vision of Pisces' attention between fantasy 
and reality.  

https://www.britannica.com/place/Aquarius-astronomy
https://www.britannica.com/place/Pisces


 

WE ARE STILL NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR SOME OF THE COMMITTEES LISTED BELOW. 

PLEASE CONTACT ONE OF THE BELOW CHAIRPERSONS: 

The conference chairmen are Rory Mac Connell and President Patrick  Gibbons. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: Chairman ---   John Emrick Treasurer (mddre3077@aol.com) 

BANQUET / BBQ COMMITTEE: Chairman Tom Yacca (rotocycle44@yahoo.com) 

OPERATIONS:  Paul Fieber (acegolf3@msn.com) 

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE: Chairman -- Jim Thomas (jthomas@berlinwall.us) 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE – GAME NIGHT THURSDAY: Chairmen Rory Mac Connell (mac71037@verizon.net) 

CAPPUCCINO / ESPRESSO TRAILER EVENINGS - Jack Ovadia (jbvtx1300@gmail.com) 

THEME DECORATIONS BANQUET / SOCIAL AREAS: Chairwomen Lydia Grotz (bgrotz2@yahoo.com) 

RIDE COMMITTEE: Chairman Vinny Spadaro (vinnie189@verizon.net) 

AUCTION / CHAPTER SALES: Chairman Tim Van Shultz / Jim Ryan (jryanretired@aol.com)  
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James Kirkpatrick, Chaplain  Greeting Fellow Blue Knights, 

As we continue our journey into 2023, lets be reminded that we have several 
brothers and sisters with serve health issues facing them. Let’s keep our Blue 
Knights family members in you hearts and prayers this coming year. The bi-
ble teaches us several healing prayers, in Jeremiah 17:14 we hear the cry 
"heal me Lord, and I will be healed...", and in Jeremiah 30:17 we hear God 
say, "I will restore your health, I will heal your wounds." 

James 5:13 tells us "a prayer offered in faith makes a sick person well." God 
cares about our whole being - body, soul, spirit. Whether we are in need of 
physical, emotional, or spiritual healing - He knows and He cares. Let us pray 
in God's will that complete healing is ours. Use these prayers for healing as 
you seek God's strength and comfort for our fellow Blue Knights. 

Please also keep the family members of those battling illness in your prayers 
and thoughts, they are also struggling and need our support. In the name of 
Jesus, “we ask that God Bless each and every one to protect us from illness, 
hurt and sadness. 

Chaplain Jimmy 



 
Location:  Sahib Shrine               Meeting Call to Order:  by President Gibbons @ 7:17PM                    

                              In attendance:      Executive officers: 4    Officers:  4       Members:  20        Guests:  12 
Pledge of Allegiance:   led by President Gibbons @ 7:17PM                                Invocation:  Susan Alec @7:18pm     
PRESIDENTS REPORT:  PATRICK GIBBONS    

• 500 Thunder by the Bay (Feb 17th – 19th) raffle tickets are being distributed for sale. Tickets are $10 each with 5 for $30.  
Contact President Gibbons to receive the tickets for personal purchase or to sell.  We still need volunteers . Members will be 

receiving a volunteer sign-up sheet by email from President Gibbons. Sunday ride set up at Adrenaline HD, the ride, staff 
fairgrounds Booth AM and afternoon, Sunday Cleanup and pack up 

• SRC Auction items. See if you can find some donors or if you would like to donate goods yourself.  Jim Ryan has created key-
chains and other items for sale. 

• We are looking for someone to fill the Safety Officer position.  Anyone interested please contact President Gibbons.  
• We are creating various committees and need members to step-up so we can be better prepared for the events that we have 

through the year.   

 

VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT:  JAMES THOMAS 
The rehab of the FOP Lodge (3600 Circus Blvd) is currently delayed.   VP Thomas will continue to follow develop-

ments and inspection of the facility.  Meetings will continue at the Sahib Shrine. 
Special order hats:  the white hats are on backorder. 

TREASURERS REPORT:  JOHN EMRICK    
Motion to accept December Treasurers Report: Motion: Rory MacConnell, 2nd: Jim Thomas, Unanimous Approval                           

All of our accounts are up to date and balanced, the Chapter finances are in the black 
Membership Dues have been received for 43 members to date. 
A proposal was submitted to reform the chapter accounting process and approved by the Board of Directors.  

SECRETARY / WEBMASTER’S REPORT: DOMENIC CECCANECCHIO 
Motion to accept December Minutes: Motion: Rory MacConnell, 2nd, Jim Thomas, Unanimous Approval                          

Reminder that the updated Chapter Roster is available on our website BLUEKNIGHTSFLXVIII.COM in the members 
only section. The password is password 1234680.           

The CHAPTER NEWSLETTER: We are always looking for new, up-to-date content.  Email me (Domenic) OR Pat-
rick Gibbons your letters, feedback, items for sale, special events etc.  for inclusion in the Newsletter (all content 
will be vetted to meet BLUE KNIGHT Standards).  The drop-dead date for submissions is the 21st of each month. 

Reminder:  We have the opportunity, through our Newsletter, to generate revenue for the Chapter with minimal work 
by simply selling ads.  Contact anyone on the Executive Board if you find a potential sponsor. 

A survey is being developed and will be sent to all members so that we can provide better service and information to 
everyone. 

SAFETY OFFICER:   JAMES KIRKPATRICK 
 President Gibbons and VP Thomas emphasized the importance of bike maintenance and safety inspections before riding.  

SRC / INTERNATIONAL REPORT: 
International Convention, Dates: July 16 - July 21, 2023, Harrisburg, PA (rooms are sold out) 
Positions are open in the upcoming SRC elections.  
Ballots for International elections in June to be emailed to membership. 
136 rooms out of 146 have been booked for the 2023 spring Conference in Venice. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 Jim Ryan offered his golf cart for use during the Spring conference.  Arrangements to be discussed to have it trailered here 

and to have hospitality signage made up for it. 
SICK AND DISTRESSED:  
Please keep our sick and distressed members and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 

Rory MacConnell, CeCe Judge, Paul Fieber 
50-50 DRAWING:    Amount:  $86     Winner:   $43   - Chuck Diez (Ft. Myers) donated the money back 

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING:   TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH, 2023 

Thunder By the Bay 2024 Chapter Christmas Party 

Children’s Christmas Charity (Christmas gifts) Ride and Events Committee 

Health and Wellness Wreaths Across America 

Road Captain Training Program  
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Chapter Executive Board 

President … Patrick Gibbons 
Vice President …… James Thomas 
Treasurer ………  ….John Emrick 
Secretary …….Domenic Ceccanecchio 

Board of Directors 

Vincent Spadaro 

Christopher Scardino 

Rory MacConnell / Past President 

James Ryan / Sergeant at Arms 

Operations 

Domenic Ceccanecchio / Webmaster 
Timothy Van Schultz / Quartermas-
ter 
James Kirkpatrick / Safety Officer 
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Thomas William Post 
February 26, 1942 - January 8, 2023 

 

pjgibby1969@comcast.net
jthomas@berlinwall.us  
dcc444@comcast.net

https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/#
mailto:jthomas@berlinwall.us
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  SAFETY TIPS >>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 10 Safety Tips for Mastering the Skills of Turns on a Motorcycle 

When riding a motorcycle, riding in a turn is an important skill to master. Here are some basic tips:  

1. When approaching a corner, beware of what is ahead of you and how to make adjustments. 

2. When entering a turn, be sure to keep your head up and look forward.  

3. Motorcycle’s geometry will be affected by the angle it is leaning in, so you can make adjustments to stay within the 
lines.  

4. When you are coming out of a turn, use counter-steering to straighten out your 
bike. 

5. Try to maintain a constant stream of gas as you approach the turn. 

6. Beware of new riders or unsafe riders and leave some cushion between you and 
the other   rider. 

7.  When riding on unfamiliar roads, do not rely solely on side view mirrors because 
they may be partially obstructed by elbows and sounders. 

8. Important skill to develop is knowing when to slow down and lean into the turn.  

9. Turn signals are also important to alert of other drivers of your intensions.  

10. When you are entering a corner, it is essential to stay alert to oncoming traffic and adjust speed accordingly and 
maintain your balance.  

James Kirkpatrick 
Safety Officer  

THE SAFETY ZONE 
Greeting Follow Blue Knights,  

We are in search of Road Captains for the chapter that can help with the rides for the upcoming SRC 
Conference in April.  What makes a go Road Captain?   A person with leadership qualities the pro-
vides for the safety and welfare of a group of rides. Someone who is well organized, disciplined and 
avoids creating exacerbating hazardous situations. So, please consider stepping up to take on this role. 
I can provide the Road Captain Manuel for your review. 

The manual consists of the following sections.  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anyone can learn to be a Road Captain help keep our members safe! 
We plan to have an informal class and fun riding times sometime in early 2023.   

OBJECTIVES THE LEADER THE CHASE RIDER 

Qualifications Responsibilities Safety Equipment 

Road Captain Briefing Pre-Ride Briefing Riding Formations 

Traffic Lanes Lane Changes Passing 

Mentors Practical Exercises Final Approval 

Maintaining Qualifications Large Group Staging   



     International Vice President Rory MacConnell 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 Recruitment and retention is all members 

job.... always wear you colors and promote our organization 
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 INTERNET BASICS:  Web Browsers 
 

Web Browsers are software that are used to access the Web.  
There are many different web browsers, but some of the most 

common ones include Google Chrome, Safari, Mozilla Firefox. and Opera but there are 
many others browsers available.  On the Web, when you navigate through pages of information, this 
is commonly known as web browsing or web surfing. 

URLs and the address bar 

Each website has a unique address, called a URL (short for Uniform Resource Locator). It's like a 
street address that tells your browser where to go on the Internet. When you type a URL into the 
browser's address bar and press Enter on your keyboard, the browser will load the page associated 
with that URL.   

Links 

Whenever you see a word or phrase on a website that's blue or underlined in blue, it's probably 
a hyperlink, or link for short.  You might already know how links work, even if you've never thought 
about them much before. For example, try clicking the link  www.blueknightsflxviii.com.  Links are 
used to navigate the Web. When you click a link, it will usually take you to a different webpage. You 
may also notice that your cursor changes into a hand icon whenever you hover over a link. 

Bookmarks and history 

If you find a website you want to view later, it can be hard to memorize the exact web ad-
dress.  Bookmarks, also known as favorites, are a great way to save and organize specific websites 
so you can revisit them again and again. Simply locate and select the Star icon to bookmark the cur-
rent website. 

Saving images 

Sometimes you may want to save an image from a website to your computer. To do this, right-click 
the image and select Save image as (or Save picture as). 

 

*It is important to note that all web browsers are not the same. Like different televisions that all dis-
play the same channels, all web browsers take you to the same Internet, but can be designed differ-
ently. The “Help” feature on many web browsers may not be found in the same place, but there is 
very often a “Help” menu option, or a “Help” button at the top of the browser window.  

We still have some openings for help at the Spring SRC. Contact Rory for details 

http://www.blueknightsflxviii.com
http://www.blueknightsflxviii.com
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 In the Chapter Market                   
 

Woodworking made to order. Tell me what you want, size, 
and specific wood (if requested) and I will make it.  
Very reasonable prices.  
 Jim Ryan - 941-313-1363 
 jryanretired@aol.com BK Florida XVIII 

            
 
 

FOR SALE:  SunHeater Solar Pool Heating System. Two 
2’x10’ solar panels, diverter valve, instructions and com-
plete mounting kit to mount panels on roof, ground or 
fence. Works on either above ground or inground pools. 2 
years old. Sells for $400+ new for just the panels, asking 
$300 or B/O for everything. Call Don 585-739-3465. Leave 
message for call back or email: dapnyiv@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 A: SWIMS;  A: Footsteps;  A: David;  A: An egg;  A: A feather;  A: To the dock-tor; A: A goldfish; A: Age; A: His horse's name is Friday; A: A bottle 

Easy Riddles 
Q: What 5-letter word typed in all capital letters can be read the same upside down? 

Q: The more you take, the more you leave behind. What am I? 

Q:David's father has three sons: Snap, Crackle, and _____? 

Q: What is more useful when it is broken? 

Q: I am easy to lift, but hard to throw. What am I? 

Q: Where do you take a sick boat? 

Q: Which fish costs the most? 

Q: What goes up, but never comes down? 

Q: A cowboy rode into town on Friday. He stayed for three nights and rode out on Friday. 

 How is this possible? 

Q: What has a neck but no head? 

mailto:jryanretired@aol.com


Members Corner . . . 
Blue Knights are more than just family……….Rodney Stearns 

Without the true understanding and value of camaraderie, the Blue Knights are truly a replacement for what 
may have been lost with retirement from an officer’s blue family.  Many in this group are not from here but 
swarm the area from across the United States.  In August 2022, the Public Safety Officer Support Act was signed 
that recognized that suicide by a Law Enforcement officer could be a line of duty death based on post-
traumatic stress by a Law Enforcement officer.  In acknowledgement, that merely confirms that suicide is the 
leading death of these criminal justice warriors that succumb to their internal battles.   These common mo-
ments of sadness are perhaps emblematic of a larger problem that many agencies need to chisel out to defeat.   
We fail to understand the true dept h of internal strife caused from the traumatic incidents that have created a 
memory gridlock in the officer’s mind. Law Enforcement officers struggle with visions of their past, judge-
ments derived from consistent prevarication on the street, and a seemingly antithetical way they feel about 
their disapproval of societies wrong doers.    It is difficult enough for many to understand the sheepdogs effort-
less approach to danger, their ability to thrive in a crisis, to purposely run toward danger, and accept high-risk 
situations as a way of life.  So, it would be equally confusing for those same scholars to be similarly perplexed 
while trying to comprehend the difficulties retirement may impose on these adrenaline warriors.   Why is this 
not easy?   Because these rare breed guardians of society are doing what they love regardless of the mental and 
physical consequences.  They are in the heart of perilous situations with a complete, well, perhaps perceived, 
understanding of the possible outcome, yet often are inspired to defend daily high-risk situations.  They are 
action-based people that carry elevated levels of confidence which is a required commodity to survive in bad 
situations.  They have access to copious amounts of resources, equipment, and valuable data as well as the au-
thority to carry out their suspicions and contacts with less than desirable suspects.  All of which is eliminated 
upon retirement.  They are peacekeepers that build a six sense that drive them to respond to possibilities that 
seemingly override probabilities, a need to be brave, prepared, hypervigilant, and situationally aware without 
a shut off switch when duty ends, or retirement begins.   
 
We continue to find the need for mental health workers in the law enforcement workplace, to help with terri-
ble situations and guide officers safely back to work following traumatic incidents.  In contrast we still have 
agencies that merely wash their hands of a potential mental health crisis by merely assuming the officers are 
alright simply because an unqualified person asked them.  These people have given a better portion of their 
life serving their communities -- perhaps we owe them more than a gold watch and a plaque as we send them 
out to the pretentious greener pasture.   It seems the most important discussions connected to retirement 
planning is the financial aspect and we bypass anything regarding the mental complications that may exist.  An 
agency should not sidestep the psychosocial section of retiring, especially for a sheepdog that has spent his life 
protecting, responding, and managing difficult situations.  We are unplugging them from who they are, every-
thing they have become and developed into, and assuming they will be perfectly fine in the new transfor-
mation.  This is where the comforting Blue Knights, more suitably blue angels, may have taken a role where 
others have failed.   It brings together two important subsections of society…bikers and cops.   The camarade-
rie is sometimes more than just people getting together…we may have actually saved a life.   In their departure, 
many agencies assume they do not want to be disturbed, contacted, and asked a question.  Truthfully, these 
well trained, vastly experienced officers would likely welcome a call seeking advice or asking them about re-
tirement.  The retired officer starts to feel a disconnect in a way they had not expected, and a disenchantment 
develops toward the agency.   We, in the Blue Knights, have found a way to fix that by building a new family of 
blue and bikers.  

 
 

Rodney Stearns is a military veteran, a retired police lieutenant, with a BS in Criminal Justice, and a MS in family stud-
ies with an emphasis in mental health.  He spent most of his career in the tactical arena as a Commander and currently 
works with Homeland Security funding to provide a monetary resource for SWAT, DIVE, and Bomb teams in Wisconsin. 
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https://pavingcrew.com/
https://www.adrenalinehd.com/


Hours: 11am - 9pm 
5231 University Pkwy , Sarasota 
(941) 841-9279  

WEBSITE:  https://mission-bbq.com  
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     Beverly Hills Dog 
 Premier Doggy Daycare 

    For tiny, small and medium sized dogs                
2030 Bispham Road Sarasota 34231 

                       941-822-0888 

         http://www.beverlyhillsdog.net 

        Concierge overnight care available 

https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/#hours
https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/map/
tel:(941)%20841-9279
https://mission-bbq.com/
https://www.beverlyhillsdog.net
http://www.beverlyhillsdog.net/
https://www.livingvogue.com/agent/Charles_Ratliff/8516084

