
MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
Greetings Brother and Sister Knights, 
  
March is upon us and we are at the 
height of our riding season. I will be 
heading to Daytona bike week for a few 
days of fun in the sun. Our chapter will 
participate in the annual St Paddy’ poker 
run that benefits the humane society of 
Sarasota county it’s always a good day 
for a good cause. Keep an eye on the 
Schedule for other rides and activities. 
Let’s make the most out of March.  
 
We are getting down to the wire with the 
final planning and all things Spring 2023 
SRC Venice FL. Thank you all for all the 
time and effort involved with hosting this 
event. I would like to take the time to 
thank our event Chairman Rory Mac-
Connell and his lovely wife Jennifer Ann 
for everything they have done in prepara-
tion for this event. The guidance and vi-
sion from Rory from the very beginning 
of the planning stages has been over the 
top. Thank you Brother.  
 
We are going to throw one hell of a party 
in April.  I can’t wait for our Blue Knights 
family that are coming down to the Sun-
Coast SRC 2023. let’s make some memo-
ries and and welcome friends and friends 
we haven’t met yet to the place we call 
home.  
  
Sincerely, 
Patrick 
  
 
 
 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNERS WILL TAKE PLACE 
RAIN OR SHINE  RIDES ARE SUBJECT TO  

MOTHER NATURE’S APPROVAL. 

 

Tuesday 3/7   

5:30 PM Dinner at the Sahib Shrine Hot Sands Tiki Bar 600 N 

Beneva Rd Sarasota.  

 

Tuesday 3/7 

7:00 PM 2nd floor meeting room Sahib Shrine. Patrick will be in 

Daytona. This meeting will be run by Jim Thomas VP.  

 

Sunday 3/12 

10:30 AM FOP 3 Circus Blvd and Be-

neva rd. KSU 10:45AM.  

We will be doing the 24th Annual St 

Paddy’s Day Poker Run. 

This run is for the Humane Society of 

Sarasota County. $10 per hand 3 for 

$20 you can buy as many hands you 

like. Four stops last one is Clancy’s 

for the end party. Check out the flyer.  

  

Thursday 3/16 

11:00AM. Lunch at our favorite spot Mission BBQ � 5231 Uni-

versity Pkwy Sarasota  

 

Sunday 3/26  

9:00 AM. Sunday Breakfast at Skillets Restaurant 4115 S Tami-

ami Trail Sarasota. Oaks Plaza.   ♦️♦️♦️ After Breakfast we will 

ride the SRC Northbound route to map out and time every-

thing. We will be looking for hazards and planning the best 

possible route for our guest in April.  

Ride with Pride 

Patrick Gibbons 
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Pisces (Fish): February 19–March 20 

Pisces has absorbed every lesson — the joys and the pain, the hopes and the fears — learned 
by all of the other signs. It's symbolized by two fish swimming in opposite directions, repre-
senting the constant division of Pisces' attention between fantasy and reality.  

Aries (The Ram): March 21 - April 19  

Like their fellow fire signs, Leo and Sagittarius, Aries is a passionate, motivated, and confi-
dent leader who builds community with their cheerful disposition and relentless determina-
tion. Uncomplicated and direct in their approach, they often get frustrated by exhaustive de-
tails and unnecessary nuances. 

 
 

Some believe bikers to be of a cloth stained by the actions of the few. They don’t see 
the rider who gives of his time and self to others so that he himself may feel fuller 

from within. They don’t see the man wearing a vest who literally stops in a parking lot to help change the tire on a 
senior citizens vehicle. They see a pack when we travel together. They can’t understand that we are no different 
than their rotary club but much closer. We are not driven by social status nor in need of grandeur. We seek to 
spend our time with those who share one of two common thread￼s, Some form of enforcement under the levels of 
the scales of justice and brotherhood. 

Were the outside only to be able to see the families within the context of the establishment of a club, they would 
see that we differ only in who we choose to call brother or sister, and how we get to where we are dest ined to 
arrive. We, the brotherhood, are simply a shared goal of loyalty, trust and friendship.  We are not cloaked. Alt-
hough to an outsider, who has never had that bond, we are not but wolves to be weighed and measured.  

 When I sit and look out at those who share my passion for the two wheeled life and those who have shared the 
capacity of career choice we fall under, I take pride knowing our service to others began long ago and continues 
after retirement through our works as a family who gives back. We are not simply bikers who ride. We are an asso-
ciation of charitable family members who look out for each other and depend on those from within when seeking 
support.  

We are brothers and sisters of a specific cut of cloth. We are here for each other and we should count ourselves 
blessed to have one another.  

 “For the one is truly blessed when the many realize they are the one”  Jim Thomas  

Ride with Pride FL XVIII !!        Vice President 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Pisces
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Greeting and Blessing, 

This month’s article I plan to talk about the difficult topic of Offic-
ers suicide.  As career retired law enforcement officers, we can 
make a difference in the life of active officers struggling with the 
job or other issues in their personal life’s. One officer’s suicide is 
way too many, In Deuteronomy 30:11-20, “you can hear the heart 
of God crying out for his people to choose life”! We are instru-
ments of God’s plan to protect his people, as retired officer we 
can continue to serve and protect those that protect us. As we 
are all aware, police officer avoids seeking help, in fear of being 
deemed unfit for duty. 

According to the National Alliance on Mental Health, the majority 
of police officers face alcohol abuse, depression, post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD), and even suicidal thoughts. While depres-
sion and PTSD are more understandable, suicide is what has 
alarmed most. Citizens often assume that people who work in 
law enforcement are some of the toughest people in our commu-
nities, which can cause the topic of mental health for police offic-
ers to be overlooked. Police officers do struggle with mental 
health and the statistics prove it. 

Reported Suicides by Police Officers: 

 
Law Enforcement Officers with prior military experience have the highest rate of suicide among first responders. 

So, how can we help, the WWW.COPLINE.ORG is a wonder organizational that works to prevent police officer 
suicide.  Retired officer volunteers are trained (40 hours in mental health) to take calls from the hotline to be 
peer listeners for officers struggling and need someone to talk to anonymously. They only asked that you volun-
teer (2) 8 hour shifts a month.  For those that are looking for something meaning to be involved in, 
check out the COPLINE organization.  

 

 

SICK AND DISTRESSED 
Please keep our sick and distressed members and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

Rory MacConnell           CeCe MacConnell   Geri Buscemi  Joseph Fanciulli 

 

   Jeffrey Longwell   Paul Fieber 
 

 

2017 – 184 Suicides 2018 – 191 Suicides 2019 – 250 Suicides 2020 – 190 Suicides 

2021– 189 Suicides 2022 – 184 Suicides 2023 – 18 Suicides in the first 6 weeks 

James Kirkpatrick, Chaplain 
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Fellow Knights 

• The chapters annual membership dues have been 
submitted to the International. 

• SRC Registrations are coming in daily and all funds 
have been deposited into our account 

• We have streamlined our banking accounts with PNC 
as to be compliant with current regulations and pro-
cedures 

• All of our accounts are up to date and balanced, the 
Chapter finances are in the black 

     International Vice President Rory MacConnell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Recruitment and retention is all members job.... always wear you colors and promote our organization 
 
  

We still have some openings for help at the Spring SRC. Contact Rory for details 



 
� 
Meeting�Call�to�Order:  by Patrick Gibbons, President @ 7:05PM    

                              In attendance:      Executive officers: 4      Officers: 3       Members: 21         Guests:  8 
Pledge of Allegiance:    President Gibbons  
Invocation:   James Kirkpatrick, Chaplain    
Welcoming Remarks:  President Gibbons        
PRESIDENTS REPORT:  PATRICK GIBBONS    

• President Gibbons introduced our newest member Tracy Dunn and presented him with his welcome package.  
• The 2023 Chapter renewal was completed. We remain at 50 members. Refer anyone interested in joining to Jim Thomas or 

President Gibbons. Feel free to invite transfers and snow birds  m out to a meeting or any event / ride.  
•  We had our 2nd SRC 2023 committee’s meeting. Some budgets were established and plans were discussed. $15 shirts and 

$40 dinner for volunteers. Laura, Tom and myself went to Mad Dogs and set up the beach BBQ  $7.50 a person. Rory work-
ing with Holiday Inn for overflow $119/night includes breakfast.  

• Thunder by the Bay raffle is doing great. Limited number of tickets left. Return unsold tickets to President Gibbons. Thank 
you all for selling so much in a short time. We will probably do a daily 50/50 raffle.  If you haven’t signed up for TBB please 
do so. We will have our hospitality trailer set up. If anyone would like to bring in any beverages, please make sure to have it 
to President Gibbons before we bring the trailer into the fairgrounds.  

• We are working on doing a bike blessing and making this an annual event.  We could work with the 10-13 club and the FOP 
3 with combined forces and start the Anthony Marone annual bike blessing. Funds raised can go to the Tunnel to Towers 
Foundation in Tony’s name. 

VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT:  JAMES THOMAS 
Reminded members that we are a social group and not 1%ers.  Everyone is welcome. 

TREASURERS REPORT:  JOHN EMRICK    
 Motion to accept January Treasurers Report:  Motion: Brian MacConnell   2nd: Jim Kirkpatrick    Unanimous Approval                          

68 knights with 38 guests have registered for 2023 Spring SRC Conference. 
IRS forms have been submitted. 
All accounts are in the black and the chapter has seen a profit. 

SECRETARY / WEBMASTER'S  REPORT: DOMENIC CECCANECCHIO 
Motion to accept January Minutes:  Motion:  Brian MacConnell  2nd:  Jim Kirkpatrick    All approved                           

On Jan 28th the chapter roster was updated on our website BLUEKNIGHTSFLXVIII.COM in the members only sec-
tion. The password is password 1234680.  It was recommended that the roster no longer be emailed but presented 
only on the website for security purposes.         

CHAPTER NEWSLETTER:  The February Newsletter has been posted on the website.  We are always looking for 
new, up-to-date content.  Email me (Domenic) OR Patrick Gibbons your letters, feedback, items for sale, special 
events etc.  for inclusion in the Newsletter.  The drop-dead date for submissions is the 21st of each month.  
Reminder:  The Newsletter can generate revenue for the Chapter with minimal work by simply selling ads.  Con-
tact anyone on the Executive Board if you find a potential sponsor. We have 2 new sponsors who have purchased 
(2) ½ page annual ads (Paving Crew Inc. and Adrenaline Harley) producing $768 in revenue. 

SAFETY OFFICER:    

Michael Klein has accepted the position of Safety Officer.  He is planning to schedule Road Captain training 

CHAPLIN:   JAMES KIRKPATRICK:    N/A 

SRC / INTERNATIONAL REPORT:   INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 2023:  Dates:  July 16 - July 21, 2023, Harris-
burg, PA.  The web site for the 2023 event has been activated for Blue Knights around the world. You can visit the web site by 
clicking on/going to www.BKI2023International.com. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  None at this time  

NEW BUSINESS:  None at this time  

SICK AND DISTRESSED:   

Please keep our sick and distressed members and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 

   Rory MacConnell           CeCe MacConnell   Geri Buscemi  Joseph Fanciulli 

   Jeffrey Longwell  Paul Fieber 

50-50 DRAWING:         Amount:    $112      Winner:   Tim VanSchultz  $56 

 MOTION TO ADJOURN:  Time:  8:20pm   Motion: Brian MacConnell   2nd: Dom Ceccanecchio   All Approved   

 
NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING:   TUESDAY, MARCH 7TH, 2023 
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Members Corner . . . 
Rodney Stearns is a military veteran, a retired police 
lieutenant, with a BS in Criminal Justice, and a MS in 
family studies with an emphasis in mental health.  He 
spent most of his career in the tactical arena as a Com-
mander and currently works with Homeland Security 
funding to provide a monetary resource for SWAT, DIVE, 
and Bomb teams in Wisconsin.  

 
 

The Policeman stood and faced God.  
Which must always come to pass.  
He hoped his uniform was clean,  
He’d gotten dressed kind of fast. 

 
"Step forward now,  

How shall I deal with you?  
Have you always turned the other cheek?  

To my church have you been true?" 
 

The Policeman squared his shoulders and said,  
"No Lord I guess I ain’t,  

cause those of us who wade in blood,  
can’t always be a saint. 

 
I’ve had to work most Sundays,  
and at times my talk was tough.  
And at times I’ve been violent,  

cause the streets are awful rough. 
 

But I never took a penny  
that wasn’t mine to keep…  

although I worked a lot of overtime,  
when the bills got far too steep. 

 
And I never passed a cry for help,  
though at times I shook with fear.  
And sometimes, God forgive me,  

I wept unmanly tears. 
 

I know I don’t deserve a place  
among the people here.  

They never wanted me around,  
except to calm their fears. 

 
If you have a place for me, Lord,  

It needn’t be so grand.  
I never expected or had too much,  

But if you don’t I understand." 
 

There was silence all around the throne,  
where saints had often trod.  

As the Policeman waited quietly  
for the judgment of his God. 

 
"Step forward now,  

You’ve borne your burdens well.  
Walk peacefully on heavens streets.  

You’ve done your time in hell." 
 

-Author Unknown- 

Chapter Executive Board 

President … Patrick Gibbons 
Vice President …… James Thomas 
Treasurer …………. John Emrick 
Secretary ……. Domenic Ceccanecchio 

Board of Directors 

Vincent Spadaro 

Christopher Scardino 

Rory MacConnell / Past President 

James Ryan / Sergeant at Arms 

Operations 

Domenic Ceccanecchio / Webmaster 
Timothy Van Schultz / Quartermaster 
Michael Klein / Safety Officer 
James Kirkpatrick / Chaplain 
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pjgibby1969@comcast.net

jthomas@berlinwall.us  

dcc444@comcast.net

https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/#
mailto:jthomas@berlinwall.us
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  SAFETY TIPS >>>>>>>>>>>>> 
  

 

I want to thank everyone for putting their trust and faith in me as the new Safety Officer.  I will do the best I can 
and appreciate the people who have already spoken to me about stepping up as Road Captains.  We still need 
more.  You don’t need to make a commitment to be at all of the rides.  If you can help out at any rides that would 
be great.  Please don’t hesitate to speak to me  if you’re considering it.  Thanks. 

I would like to reiterate some points I mentioned at the last meeting regarding group riding and safety:  

 (1) maintain two second distance from the rider in front of you when in staggered formation especially approach-
ing signal lights to help ensure everyone makes it through the light (this also will help avoid cagers from cutting 
into our lines); 

 (2) use hand signals (see diagram of hand signals below); (3) attend pre-ride briefing so eve-
ryone knows route just in case you get separated from the group to know where to rejoin 
the group.   

Always stay safe and enjoy the beautiful weather we’re having.   

Michael Klein 

Michael Klein 
Safety Officer  

THE SAFETY ZONE 
Greeting Follow Blue Knights,  

We are in search of Road Captains for the chapter that can help with the rides for the upcoming SRC 
Conference in April.  What makes a go Road Captain?   A person with leadership qualities the pro-
vides for the safety and welfare of a group of rides. Someone who is well organized, disciplined and 
avoids creating exacerbating hazardous situations. So, please consider stepping up to take on this role. 
I can provide the Road Captain Manuel for your review. 

The manual consists of the following sections.  
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anyone can learn to be a Road Captain help keep our members safe! 

Stay tuned for an announcement regarding class scheduling. 

OBJECTIVES THE LEADER THE CHASE RIDER 

Qualifications Responsibilities Safety Equipment 

Road Captain Briefing Pre-Ride Briefing Riding Formations 

Traffic Lanes Lane Changes Passing 

Mentors Practical Exercises Final Approval 

Maintaining Qualifications Large Group Staging   
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  PURCHASING A COMPUTER 101 
If you’re in the market for a new desktop or laptop computer, you may be wondering how to 
know if you’re getting a sound machine or a good deal. There are several important factors 
to consider when buying a computer. These simple tips explain how to find a computer that 
best fits your needs. 

 

Desktop vs. Laptop 

The best way to decide between the two main categories of computers is to determine how and where you will be using yours. 

A desktop is great if you work primarily from one place, such as a home office. You can often get more for your money with a 
desktop. You'll likely be able to find a bigger monitor, a faster processor, and more memory, storage, and ports for the same 
amount of money you'd spend on a laptop. The main advantage of using a laptop is portability, but you will often pay a premium 
for it. Technology is now so advanced that most people can make do with the specs on a lower-end laptop, even on the ones that 
weigh as little as three pounds or less.  

Operating System (OS) 

Microsoft's Windows is by far the most widely used operating system. (Recommended: Windows 10 Professional 64bit.). Generally 
speaking, Macs are considered superior for creative purposes; PCs are preferred for serious gaming. Either will work for what most 
people need or want to do on a computer.  Chromebooks are laptops that run on the simple, speedy and secure Chrome OS de-
signed by Google. But it is significantly different from the other two operating systems. Most of the storage is in the cloud rather 
than on the laptop itself.   

Processor: Almost any recent computer will have a powerful enough processor for anyone who mainly spends time working 
with documents or spreadsheets and surfing online.  On the other hand, if you are working with multiple graphics, video, or other 
processor-intensive applications, you want a powerful processor and more memory (RAM).  Recommended: Intel Core i5 (sixth 
generation or newer) or equivalent  
Memory (RAM): Speaking of RAM... RAM (Random Access Memory) is how computer memory is measured.  Basically, it's how 
your computer gets stuff done. Data resides temporarily on your computer in RAM as you perform different tasks, and the more 
you do at one time, the more memory is used.  8 megabites (MB) of RAM should be sufficient for normal operations on a Windows 
or Mac but if you like to keep a lot of tabs open on your browser or use heavy programs as mentioned above, then your computer 
will work much more quickly with 12MB or even 16MB of RAM. A Chromebook can usually operate just fine on 4MB of RAM.  

Storage: Many people confuse memory and storage. The “memory” a lot of people care most about is how much stuff (files, appli-
cations, photos, videos, etc.) a computer can save and that’s called storage. Except for Chromebooks, which store most files in the 
cloud, your files and folders will be held on a local drive: a hard disk drive (HDD) or solid-state drive (SSD). SSDs are made with 
newer technology, run faster, and require less power.  HDDs operate slower and are built with older, more mechanical tech, but 
this makes them more affordable, even for large amounts of storage, so they’re a good option for an external backup disk or any-
one who needs a laptop on a budget. The amount of storage available is measured in bytes: kilobytes (kb), megabytes (mb), giga-
bytes (gb) and terabytes (tb). Documents, spreadsheets, and the like don’t take up much space where as music, graphics, 
and video can take up a lot of space. To give you an idea, one terabyte of drive space can hold about 250,000 photos.  

Ports and Drives:  Most computers, including laptops, have at least one Universal Serial Bus (USB) port. USB is an industry 
standard that establishes specifications for cables, connectors and protocols for connection, communication and power supply 
(interfacing) between computers, peripherals and other computers. Desktops have ports to hook up monitors, printers, external  
drives, and other attachments. Some laptops have ports to hook up external displays, even TVs, Ethernet ports, and more. When 
buying peripherals, you need to make sure that your computer has an appropriate port for it or that an adapter exists.  

Similarly, if you want to be able to play CDs, DVDs, or Blu-ray discs or save anything onto a blank memory disc (hey, some like it 
retro!), you’ll have to make sure the desktop or laptop computer you’re looking at has an optical drive. You may also be interested 
in memory card slots if you use those regularly or have any old ones you’d like to transfer to the cloud.  

Network Adaptor: A network adapter is a piece of hardware that acts as the interface for computers and other devices to con-
nect to a network. Recommendation: 11ac 2.4/5 GHz wireless adapter. 
Display:  The more pixels, the higher the quality image, especially if you work with a great deal of graphics or video. Touchscreens 
cost more.  Recommended: 14" LCD monitor, resolution of 1600 x 900 or better.  .  .  
How Much Should a Computer Cost? Generally speaking, the range is wide with prices starting at 
around $300 for basic models with limited storage space and running upwards of $6,000.  Midrange 
desktop computers best for home offices should land between $700 and $1K. And the average cost of a 
new laptop is $600–$700. Buying online is often cheaper than buying in a physical store still, you may 
want to check out what local stores might be offering. It is not generally considered worth buying the 
extended warranties those outlets usually try to sell you. 

In the end, what you're willing to spend will determine what kind of laptop or desktop computer you can 
get, but if you take a little time to decide what the must-have features of your new machine are, you'll be 
able to narrow down from there and figure out which specs or peripherals are just nice-to-haves.  

https://www.umass.edu/it/support/software/azure-dev-tools-for-teaching-no-cost-software-education-research
http://www.blueknightsflxviii.com
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 In the Chapter Market                   
 

Woodworking made to order. Tell me what you want, size, and 
specific wood (if requested) and I will make it.  
Very reasonable prices.  
Jim Ryan - 941-313-1363     jryanretired@aol.com BK Florida XVIII 

            
 
FOR SALE:  SunHeater Solar Pool Heating System. Two 2’x10’ 
solar panels, diverter valve, instructions and complete mounting 
kit to mount panels on roof, ground or fence. Works on either 
above ground or inground pools. 2 years old. Sells for $400+ 
new for just the panels, asking $150 or B/O for everything. Call 
Don 585-739-3465. Leave message for call back or email: dap-
nyiv@yahoo.com 
 
FOR SALE:  2008 Copper and Black FAT BOY - 
MODEL FLSTF,  1584 CC, 6-Speed transmis-
sion, regular maintenance by Rossiter’s Harley, 
38,600 MILES.  This is the 105 year anniversary 
edition is #1124 out of 4000, with extras, This 
bike is set up as a Soft Tail, 96 ci-1584cc, wind-
shield, passenger back rest, driver backrest, freeway bar, 
Kuryakyn grips, cupholder, HD floorboards, handlebar extend-
ers, foot pegs, luggage rack, saddlebags, passenger footboards, 
battery tender, back off tail light flasher, good tires, excellent 
condition.   CALL ED, 630-886-5959    $7500 - OBO 

 

 

 

Two Irishmen looking for work see a sign that reads TREE FELLERS WANTED. “Oh, now, 
look at that,” said Paddy. “What a pity there's only de two of us!”  

 

Two Irish mothers, Kate and Lorna were talking about their sons. 

Kate says, 'My Patrick is such a saint. He works hard, doesn't smoke, and he hasn't so much as 
looked at a woman in over two years.' 

Lorna responds, 'Well, my Francis is a saint himself. Not only hasn't he not looked at a woman in 
over three years, but he hasn't touched a drop of liquor in all that time.' 

'My word,' says Kate, 'You must be so proud.' 

'I am,' announces Lorna, 'And when he's paroled next month, I'm going to throw him a big party.' 

Two Irishmen were walking home after a night on the beer when 
a severed head rolled along the ground. Mick picked it up to his 
face and said to Paddy "Jez, that look like Sean" to which Paddy 
replied "No Sean was taller than that" 

mailto:jryanretired@aol.com
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https://pavingcrew.com/
https://www.adrenalinehd.com/


 

Hours: 11am�-�9pm 
5231�University�Pkwy�,�Sarasota 
(941)�841-9279� 

WEBSITE:��https://mission-bbq.com  
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Beverly Hills Dog 
Premier Doggy Daycare 

For tiny, small and medium sized dogs                

2030 Bispham Road Sarasota 34231 

                       941-822-0888 

         http://www.beverlyhillsdog.net 

        Concierge overnight care available 

“CHECK OUT VIKING BAGS FOR AMAZING PRODUCTS AT CHEAP PRICES” 

https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/#hours
https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/map/
tel:(941)%20841-9279
https://mission-bbq.com/
https://www.beverlyhillsdog.net
http://www.beverlyhillsdog.net/
https://www.rodeodrivepetspaw.com/
https://www.vikingbags.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIofPEzp-T_QIVyLqGCh1n1QeSEAAYASAAEgLTFfD_BwE
https://www.vikingbags.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIofPEzp-T_QIVyLqGCh1n1QeSEAAYASAAEgLTFfD_BwE

