
MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

Greetings Brother and Sister Knights, 
  
Happy New Years!! 
 
As we head full force into 2023 I’m excit-
ed for everything that lays ahead for  
Chapter FL XVIII. As we continue with all 
the planning for the Spring SRC and all 
the rides and events  2023 is already 
shaping up to be a busy year. We are in 
the planning stages of the 25th Thunder 
By The Bay and it looks like it’s going to 
be a festival to remember. I’m sure every-
one will enjoy this years event and 
our .38 Special revolver raffle in honor of 
this years headliner band .38 Special.  
 
As we start planning for other events 
please feel free to get involved. This is 
your club and you get what you put into 
it. Please help us grow by bringing fresh 
ideas to the table. Give us suggestions 
for rides, restaurants, festivals, any 
points of interest. Let’s plan on some 
long rides and explore other areas of 
Florida. When the need for wind therapy 
hits reach out to the  Blue Knights family 
( everyone’s phone number and email is 
on the website) give them a call or shoot 
them an email and go for a ride it doesn’t 
have to be on the schedule. As always 
Ride With Pride and let’s make 2023 a 
year to remember.  
 

Sincerely, 
Patrick 
  

BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNERS WILL TAKE PLACE 
RAIN OR SHINE  RIDES ARE SUBJECT TO  

MOTHER NATURE’S APPROVAL. 

  

Sunday,  January 1st  
First ride of the year.  We will ride to Caddy’s in Gulfport  
3128 Beach Blvd S Gulfport 33730.   Meet up at the Speedway 
8604 SR70 E Bradenton at 10:30AM KSU 10:45AM.  
 

Tuesday, January 3rd  
5:30 PM Dinner at the Hot sands Tiki Bar located at the Sahib 
Shriners 600 N Beneva Rd Sarasota 34232.   Dinner will be fol-
lowed by the Monthly General Membership Meeting at 7:00PM 
on the second floor of the Sahib Shrine.  

 
January 6th through the 8th 

Gibtown Bikefest.  If anyone would like to head up a ride 
please let President Gibbons know and he will set it up. 

Saturday, January the 14th  
Smoke under the Oaks Ribfest. Barron Park 1559 Desoto Ave 
Labelle.  A few knights from the East Coast are coming out. 
They reached out and said this is a great festival for anyone 
who likes BBQ.   Riders meet up at the Wawa 19289 Times Circle 
Exit 193 Rt 75S on Jacaranda. Wawa is on the right 9:00 AM KSU 
9:15AM.   We will be riding some nice twisty back roads.  
 

Sunday, January 22nd
  

 Let’s ride!  Meet up at Skillets Sarasota 8635 S Tamiami Trail 
unit 4 Sarasota. 9:00 AM.  We will have breakfast and take a 
ride after. Come by car and have breakfast.  
 

Wednesday, January 25th 

 Lunch at the Rusty Bucket-  11:00AM  at 257 N Cattlemen Rd 

Sarasota ( UTC Mall )  
 

January 28 & 29 - Saturday and Sunday are open.  
If anyone would like to set up a ride for this weekend 
please let President Gibbons know and he will put it out 
for you.  

Ride with Pride 

Patrick Gibbons 
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SICK AND DISTRESSED 

Please keep our sick and dis-
tressed members and their 
families in your thoughts 
and prayers. 
 
Rory MacConnell is receiving 
and doing well from his radia-
tion treatments and will be re-
ceiving long term care! 
 
Tom Post is home and continues 
to be under doctors care. 
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 Fellow Knights, 

In the hustle and bustle of the Christmas season, we often miss the value and 
intent of the holiday's meaning. People are focused on who they can buy what 
for and how much each should be allotted. We as a society have been pro-
grammed to lean towards the retail side of the holiday and totally miss the en-
tire existence of the man who was brought to us to facilitate the salvation of 
man. It was for this reason that I am taking a moment to remind all of my 
brothers and sisters that aside from the grind of the Christmas dinners and 
parties and gifts and let downs and endless judgements of visiting relatives, 
that there is a reason this day came to be. I am, if nothing else, a child of God 
and feel blessed to bathe in the light of his word. Jesus was the ultimate sacri-
fice to save those who would otherwise have fallen between the cracks and fill 
the halls of heaven with both the worthy and unworthy. When you see that 
mother looking down at the floor when she doesn't have enough money on her 
tanf card  to pay for her kids to have a good holiday meal, pay it forward. 
When you would otherwise turn your head at a homeless person who puts the 
hand out on the corner, even if its for beer, fill it. When you get cut off in traf-
fic and feel the urge to throw a bird and a few choice explicatives, find the 
chalice of kindness and pray for that man in the car that just lost his job or his 
father to cancer. Think of the many things that can happen to others and what 
they may be experiencing before you overreact. Be one with your chosen pow-
er and find the good. Try beyond the barriers of society to extend kindness to 
those in need and let Aunt Alice stick her unclean hands in the stuffing.....the 
heat cooks out her germs.  I guess what I am saying is that there is far more to 
Christmas than just fancy boxes and dog and pony  family time and impress-
ing others. There is a true value to brotherhood and fellowship. true acts of 
attrition are never spoken of. If you conduct an act of kindness and tell twenty 
people how nice you were, then you've done it for the wrong reason. True 
charity is never disclosed to others. It's between you and God.   
          
       Jim 

Fellow Knights 

• Annual membership dues are coming due. I would prefer 
that checks be made out to the chapter but cash will be 
accepted also.  

• All of our accounts are up to date and balanced, the 
Chapter finances are in the black 

• SRC Registrations are coming in each week and all 
funds have been deposited into our account 



 

WE ARE STILL NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR SOME OF THE COMMITTEES LISTED BELOW. 

PLEASE CONTACT ONE OF THE BELOW CHAIRPERSONS: 

The conference chairmen are Rory Mac Connell and President Patrick  Gibbons. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE: Chairman ---   John Emrick Treasurer (mddre3077@aol.com) 

BANQUET / BBQ COMMITTEE: Chairman Tom Yacca (rotocycle44@yahoo.com) 

OPERATIONS:  Paul Fieber (acegolf3@msn.com) 

HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE: Chairman -- Jim Thomas (jthomas@berlinwall.us) 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE – GAME NIGHT THURSDAY: Chairmen Rory Mac Connell (mac71037@verizon.net) 

CAPPUCCINO / ESPRESSO TRAILER EVENINGS - Jack Ovadia (jbvtx1300@gmail.com) 

THEME DECORATIONS BANQUET / SOCIAL AREAS: Chairwomen Lydia Grotz (bgrotz2@yahoo.com) 

RIDE COMMITTEE: Chairman Vinny Spadaro (vinnie189@verizon.net) 

AUCTION / CHAPTER SALES: Chairman Tim Van Shultz / Jim Ryan (jryanretired@aol.com)  
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James Kirkpatrick, Chaplain 

Psalm 65:11 is a Bible Verse where King David pronounces 
the gifts and blessings of God. As gods people we are 
blessed in so many ways with a life of love and fellowship. 
This past year (2022), so much has transpired on so many 
levels. We have watched our fellow Blue Knights battle dev-
astating illnesses. Then through the power of prayer and the 
Spirit of God, our members are overcoming these difficult 
times. We were sad to say goodbye to several fellow Blue 
Knights who journeyed onto Heaven One; however joyful 
knowing that they are experiencing eternal life with our Lord 
and Savior. Now it’s that time of year we focus on new be-
ginnings that God promises to provide. Let’s look forward to 
this New Year by being there for each other in fellowship, 
while striving to fulfill our charitable journey to better the 
lives of others.  

May God Bless Each and Every One of You and Wishing 
Everyone a Healthy and Prosperous Year.  



 Location:  Sahib Shrine 

Meeting Call to Order:  by President Gibbons @ 7:14PM 
In attendance:  Executive officers _4_   Officers_3_    Members_18_     Guests_7_   

Pledge of Allegiance: Led by President Gibbons 
Invocation: Administered by James Kirkpatrick 
Welcoming Remarks: By President Gibbon 

PRESIDENTS REPORT:  PATRICK GIBBONS    

 New Member Tracy Dunn from NOAA voted in.    Motion Jimmy Kirkpatrick    2nd MICHAEL Klien.   Motion passed.  

 Chapter Christmas/Holiday Party. Saturday night 12/17. Moved to Palm Aire CC  

 It is time for the 2023 Annual Chapter Dues .  $40 please pay John Emrick as soon as possible.  

 Thunder by the bay Fundraiser:   We will be raffling off a 38 special revolver. We need to come up with a second place winner basket of 
cheer. Tickets need to be printed by the  January 3rd meeting. We need to sell tickets all of January and February up to the drawing at 
TBB to make the maximum return on the investment of the revolver and basket. When we have the tickets please take a book and sell 
them or purchase for yourself. I will be sending out information for the TBB. Dates are  February 17 th, 18th, 19th    

 We have been asked to help with security on February 17th VIP party.  Volunteers are Rory, Chris S, Jim T, Jim Ryan, J Kirkpatrick, 
Ralph Smith, Paul Fargo and Patrick Gibbons.  The ride will be on Sunday the 18th . 

 We had a great time with Chapter XVI at their benefit party.  

 We discussed the Wreaths Across America Ride and joining together to have a large Blue Knights group taking care of this wonderful 
event. They are working with Englewood Veterans Park.  From what I was told we would cover two areas.  Last year we went to Sara-
sota National after escorting the wreaths from Bradenton. This would be a different area but I think working with our sister chapter 
would make for a great day.  

 News letter. Please consider selling advertising for our news letter. Many of us deal with multiple business daily and could possibly sell 
some space. Also members please take advantage of the free advertising if you have a business or if you would like to sell something 
send it in its free for you!  

 SRC Auction baskets. We need items to auction off.  We have (begging) letters for tax purposes ask around at local businesses. We are 
RY booze, gift cards, food gift cards, motorcycle related items, trips, services, decorating do-dads,  garage items.  Anything you think 
people would like to bid on!  

 We will be delivering the toys on December 19th hopefully the Grinch is up for another ride. We will meet up at the Panera bread 2821 
University Pkwy / Tuttle Ave SRQ 9:00 AM 

VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT:  JAMES THOMAS  

 Chapter hats have been delivered.   Contact Jim for your ordered hat.  
TREASURERS REPORT:  JOHN EMRICK    

 Motion to accept the November Treasurers Report:  Motion: Jim Thomas, 2nd: Jim Kirkpatrick -     Unanimously Approved. 
 We have been receiving SRC money, renewal and Christmas party payments to our PO Box and tonight at this meeting.  

 Christmas party payment is needed by Monday 12/12 

SECRETARY / WEBMASTER'S  REPORT: DOMENIC CECCANECCHIO    N/A 

 The drop-dead date for Newsletter submissions is the 21st of each month. 
SAFETY OFFICER:   JAMES KIRKPATRICK 

 Be extra careful on the roads it’s snowbird season and the Holidays  
CHAPLIN:   JAMES KIRKPATRICK: 

 Be kind we have a lot of people dealing with all kinds of personal issues. 

SRC / INTERNATIONAL REPORT:  RORY MACCONNELL 

 Need volunteers to help with SRC 2024 International Conference 50th Anniversary in Sugarloaf.  Lots of housing options.  
SICK AND DISTRESSED:  Keep our sick and distressed members and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 

Rory MacConnell is receiving treatment and in long term recovery! 
Tom Post is home and being under doctors care. 
Paul Fieber will undergo surgery. 

50-50 DRAWING:    Amount:   $35 Winner :  Bobby Grotz    
MOTION TO ADJOURN:  Time:   8:10PM   Motion:  Jim Thomas    2nd:  Rory MacConnell   Unanimous approval    

 

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING:   TUESDAY, JANUARY 3RD, 2023 
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IN MEMORY OF THOSE WE LOST IN 2022 …. 

GENE  SCHEURING         January 3rd, 2022 

RONALD  GUILMETTE    January 29th, 2022 

FELIX SANTOS                February 20th, 2022 

ANTHONY MARONE       March 21st, 2022 

 

Chapter Executive Board 

President … Patrick Gibbons 

Vice President …… James Thomas 
Treasurer ………  ….John Emrick 
Secretary …….Domenic Ceccanecchio 

Board of Directors 

Domenic Ceccanecchio / Webmaster 

Vincent Spadaro 

Christopher Scardino 

Rory MacConnell / Past President 

James Ryan / Sergeant at Arms 

Operations 

Timothy Van Schultz / Quartermaster 

James Kirkpatrick / Safety Officer 

James Kirkpatrick / Chaplain 
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  SAFETY TIPS >>>>>>>>>>>>> 
How To Avoid The Most Common Crashes? 

Ride Defensively - The most common type of motorcycle crash is a left-turn accident. Pay attention to what 
drivers are doing. If there’s a car waiting at an intersection to turn, assume the driver won’t 
notice an oncoming motorcycle unless he or she makes eye contact. 

Stay Out Of Blind Spots - Accidents often occur when riders are in drivers’ blind 
spots when cars switch lanes 

Follow The Four Rs 

• Read the road  - Reading the road refers to paying attention to what other drivers 
are doing. 

• Drive on the Right Side - Driving on the right side is obvious and doing so makes 
it easier to merge onto the shoulder to the right to avoid head-on collisions.  

• Reduce speed - Reducing speed means slowing down as soon as a car starts swerving or a driver stops 
paying attention, which is important because even a 10 MPH difference can be lifesaving. 

• Ride off the road when an accident seems imminent 

James Kirkpatrick 
Safety Officer  

Greeting Follow Blue Knights,                          THE SAFETY ZONE 
We are in search of Road Captains for the chapter that can help with the rides for the 
upcoming SRC Conference in April.  What makes a go Road Captain?   A person 
with leadership qualities the provides for the safety and welfare of a group of rides. Someone who is 
well organized, disciplined and avoids creating exacerbating hazarous situations. So, please consider 
stepping up to take on this role. I can provide the Road Captain Manuel for your review. 
The manual consists of the following sections.  

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anyone can learn to be a Road Captain help keep our members safe! 
We plan to have an informal class and fun riding times sometime in early 2023.   

OBJECTIVES THE LEADER THE CHASE RIDER 

Qualifications Responsibilities Safety Equipment 

Road Captain Briefing Pre-Ride Briefing Riding Formations 

Traffic Lanes Lane Changes Passing 

Mentors Practical Exercises Final Approval 

Maintaining Qualifications Large Group Staging   

  A LITTLE GIRL WAS WALKING HOME FROM SCHOOL WHEN A MAN ON A MOTORCYCLE PULLED UP BESIDE HER 

  Man:    Hey little girl, want to ride on the back of my motorcycle? 

  Girl:      No. 

  Man:        Come on sweetie, I'll give you five dollars if you ride with me. 

  Girl:           Get away from me or I'll call the cops. 

  Man:             How about twenty dollars, just get on the back with me. 

  Girl:                  (Starts running) No way! 

  Man:                 Okay, final offer, twenty dollars and a bag of candy. 

  Girl:                        Look, Dad, you had to buy a Honda instead of a Harley, you ride it!  



     International Vice President Rory MacConnell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Recruitment and retention is all members job.... always wear you colors and promote our organization  
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   7 Cyber Security New Year’s Resolutions for 2023 
As the New Year approaches, many of us are considering how we might like to change certain aspects 

of our lives, and our online existence shouldn’t be overlooked.  Make sure you 

make cybersecurity one of your priorities for 2023. Cyber threats like phishing, ransomware, and many 

others are likely to increase and evolve throughout 2023.  If you apply just one of these seven resolu-

tions every day from January 1st , in a week’s time, you’ll have everything sewn up. 

 

1. Update Your Passwords 

Changing your passwords frequently and resisting the urge to use the same one on numerous sites can improve your online safety in leaps and bounds.  

Generate strong passwords that are capable of frustrating cybercriminals at every turn.  

2. Stop Over-Sharing 

Facebook and Twitter are not secure forums so thinking before you post is essential for your privacy and safety. Not only do you want to keep yourself 

safe from potential cyber and real-life crimes, but you also want to protect your reputation.  Consider whether the whole world really needs to know that 

you just cut up your bank card or that you made out with the boss at your office Christmas party. 

3. Restrict Yourself to Secure Websites 

Establishing whether or not a website is secure is something a young child could master. Look at the site address at the top of the screen, if it only says 

HTTP at the beginning, you shouldn’t be there. If it says https, it means your safe. The only problem is, by the time you’ve seen the address, you’ve al-

ready entered the website which means any traffic flowing between yourself and the website can be intercepted and modified. This isn’t the end of the 

world if you’re simply looking up a recipe for roast turkey, if you’re on a bank or online shopping site, it could mean serious financial loss.  If you want to 

make sure you never accidentally visit an insecure site, you can add certain extensions to your browser that will limit all your activity to https sites. 

4. Stay Updated 

Outdated software makes your device more vulnerable to hackers,  Software updates are designed to deal with bugs and holes in the coding that allow 

cybercriminals access to your software, device, and files.  As familiar as you are with that old version of Microsoft, hackers are more so, meaning they 

know their way around its security measures and know exactly how to infect your device with malware. To keep abreast of all the latest updates, check 

your device’s settings and activate automatic updates or download a reputable software update client to check and manage your updates for you. 

5. Back Up, Not Down 

Many of us keep personal information on our laptops or PCs, making us even more vulnerable to theft. It ’s not only cyber-attacks that endanger our per-

sonal files but mother nature can also wreak havoc.  An electrical storm can cause extensive damage to your hard drive, making it difficult and expensive 

to retrieve lost or corrupted files.  By regularly backing up your files either to an external hard drive or cloud storage, you can safeguard your important 

documents against potential threats.  

6. Take Extra Care with Emails 

Not only can emails contain malicious attachments that endanger you and everyone in your contact list, but a weak password for your email account 

could also give someone access to your personal information and leave you exposed to identity theft. Phishing scams, spam emails, and the likes are 

both annoying and dangerous and while we can use our common sense to avoid the threats, there are other ways to create a safer environment, such as 

using an encrypted email account.   

7. Use a VPN 

For complete and comprehensive security, a Virtual Private Network (VPN) is practically unbeatable.  A VPN create a secure 

tunnel through which all your traffic is diverted and it also encrypts that data so that, even if it is intercepted, it won ’t make 

much sense. Just as a firewall helps to protect the data on your device, a VPN protects it online.  A VPN can give you the free-

dom to browse anonymously and perform online banking transactions in a secure environment.  It can also give you access 

to restricted websites. A VPN works by creating a fake IP address to replace your own so that no one can identify your geo-

graphical location.  

Conclusion 

Getting your internet security sorted doesn’t have to cost a fortune in either time nor money, but ignoring it is liable to cost 

you plenty of both.  Focus on the things you can change and that will make a positive impact on your life – like cybersecurity. 

https://securethoughts.com/
https://securethoughts.com/create-the-perfect-password/
https://securethoughts.com/keep-email-secure-hackers/
https://securethoughts.com/what-is-a-vpn/
https://securethoughts.com/access-blocked-websites/
https://securethoughts.com/how-to-hide-your-ip-address/
http://www.blueknightsflxviii.com


 

 
 

 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3  



Members Corner . . . 
 
 

pjgibby1969@comcast.net

jthomas@berlinwall.us 
 

dcc444@comcast.net
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 In the Chapter Market                   
 

Woodworking made to order. Tell me what you want, size, 
and specific wood (if requested) and I will make it.  
Very reasonable prices.  
 Jim Ryan - 941-313-1363 
 jryanretired@aol.com BK Florida XVIII 

            
 
 

FOR SALE:  SunHeater Solar Pool Heating System. Two 
2’x10’ solar panels, diverter valve, instructions and com-
plete mounting kit to mount panels on roof, ground or 
fence. Works on either above ground or inground pools. 2 
years old. Sells for $400+ new for just the panels, asking 
$300 or B/O for everything. Call Don 585-739-3465. Leave 
message for call back or email: dapnyiv@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            

https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/#
mailto:jthomas@berlinwall.us
mailto:jryanretired@aol.com


Hours: 11am - 9pm 
5231 University Pkwy , Sarasota 
(941) 841-9279  

WEBSITE:  https://mission-bbq.com  
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     Beverly Hills Dog 
 Premier Doggy Daycare 

    For tiny, small and medium sized dogs                
2030 Bispham Road Sarasota 34231 

                       941-822-0888 

         http://www.beverlyhillsdog.net 

        Concierge overnight care available 

Monday - Friday 10:00 AM - 

Saturday 9:00 AM - 

Sunday 12:00 PM - 

Sarasota, FL 34232 
330 Cattlemen Road 

Phone : 941 951 6103  

Website:    Buy a Harley! | Adrenaline Harley-Davidson 

https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/#hours
https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/map/
tel:(941)%20841-9279
https://mission-bbq.com/
https://www.beverlyhillsdog.net
http://www.beverlyhillsdog.net/
tel:941%20951%206103
https://adrenaline-hd.com/
https://pavingcrew.com/

