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RIDE WITH
PRIDE

( MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Greetings Brother and Sisters,

The season is upon us! Cooler tempera-
tures with dryer weather and plenty of
what the Suncoast is famous for. With
this beautiful weather it brings more
traffic and congestion the blessing and
the curse of living in paradise, so let’s
be safe out on the roads.

Look for more activities and rides on
our schedule. As always if you want to
set up a ride let me know and we can
make it happen. Some feature activities
coming up will be a cornhole tourna-
ment, Veterans Day Ride, FL. XVI an-
nual holiday party, Wreaths Across
America, our chapter Christmas party
and many more to finish up 2023. I’m
looking forward to a busy season.

November also starts our membership
renewal and the collection of dues
please renew by turning in your annual
dues at the November meeting or you
can mail them to our PO BOX.

Every November we celebrate Thanks-
giving that time to reflect on what you
are thankful for. I have many things to
be thankful for and one of them is the
brotherhood and sisterhood that the
Blue Knights gives me. I truly have
been blessed to have a chapter that I
call family and I have enjoyed all our
work and activities together. Through
life’s journey with ups and downs to
have such friends to navigate all of it is
definitely something to be thankful for.

Happy Thanksgiving all and may the
good Lord bless each and everyone of
you.

Ride with Pride
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President, FLXVIII
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November Ride and Event Schedule

BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNERS WILL
PLACE RAIN OR SHINE RIDES ARE SUBJE(
MOTHER NATURE’S APPROVAL

Saturday 11/4
9:00 AM Breakfast at Perkins Restaurant, 5921 Fruitville
Cattlemen Rd

Saturday 11/4
After Breakfast or around 10:30 AM we will take a ride to t
Bike Fest. If you would like to skip breakfast and just do the
vice versa skip the ride it’s all good!

Tuesday 11/7
5:30 PM Dinner at the Hot sands tiki bar 600 N Beneva Rd §

Tuesday 11/7
7:00 PM Monthly Chapter Meeting. ( 2" floor Sahib Shrine
Beneva Road

Saturday 11/11
9:00 AM Coffee and Donuts at Dunkin Donuts 5641 Clark

Saturday 11/11
10:00 KSU from Dunkin Donuts. Ride to Patriots Park 800 \
Bay Blvd Venice, 34285. We will be attending the Veterans L
mony 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM. Lunch and ride afterwards is

Saturday 11/18
Hap’s Honda 75" Anniversary bash. 10:00 AM Meet up at t
Tiki Bar 600 North Beneva Rd KSU 10:15 AM.

Saturday 11/18
FL XVI’s Annual Diner Dance. 5:30 PM. Must have done an
President Gibbons. Pay at the Door $30 PP. The Charlotte
ic Center 420 Pompano Terrace Punta Gorda FL 33950

Tuesday 11/21
Lunch at Fords Garage University. 295 N Cattlemen Rd Un

Jall Back

November 5, 2023
at2:00 am

= Set your clocks back one hour.

e Check and replace
smoke detector batteries



OUR PLEDGE
“AS

A BLUE KNIGHT I PLEDGE TO
MOTORCYCLING AND MOTORCYCLE SAFETY BY BEING AN EXAMPLE OF THE SAFE USE,
OPERATION AND ENJOYMENT OF MOTORCYCLES. I WILL. WORK AT ALL TIMES TO
IMPROVE THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE LAW ENFORCEMENT MOTORCYCLING
COMMUNITY AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC.THE FRATERNAL SPIRIT WILL ALWAYS GUIDE
ME IN RELATING TO OTHER BLUE KNIGHTS”
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PRESIDENT ..... PATRICK GIBBONS
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TREASURER ............. JoHN EMRICK
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your letters, sugges-
or any special event
ould like to share to:

rick Gibbons
bby1969@comcast.net

Thomas
candjay1988@gmail.com

Ceccanecchio
444(@comcast.net

In the Chapter Market

Woodworking made to order. Tell me what you want, size, and spe-
cific wood (if requested) and | will make it.

Very reasonable prices.
Jim Ryan - 941-313-1363

w

jryanretired@aol.com BK Florida XVIII

& i

2016 Harley Davidson FLSTFBS “Fatboy” All Black, 25645
Miles. Price - $ 17,000.00

Purchased from Rossiter’s HD August 15, 2022 and has been
garage kept everyday. Price includes a brand new windshield
still in the box, never opened. Contact John Emrick at 410-991
-8161 (okay to leave a message) or mddre3077@aol.com

Wood chipper purchased from Northern
Tool & Equipment. Purchased on Febru-
ary 8, 2022 and used for ONE HOUR
Purchased price - $705.11

Will sell it for $350.00

Contact John Emrick at 410-991-8161

(okay to leave a message) or
mddre3077@aol.com

SEND YOUR SALE ITEMS TO ADD TO OUR MARKET



https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/#
mailto:jryanretired@aol.com
mailto:mddre3077@aol.com
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Scorpio (October 23 — November 21)

Scorpios are known for their loyalty and devotion — and also their passion
fact, they are known to have such intense personalities that they are often con
with vibrant fire signs. Alas, they just have deep feelings and emotions.

(November 22 — December 21)

A Sagittarius values independence and the ability to do what they want, whe

want, above all else. They are adventurers, risk-takers, and have a sharp busi
% and sports mentality. Sagittarius natives are known for their emotional intellig
Sagittarius which helps them to connect with others.

VP Message ...... Jim Thomas

Hello Brother and Sister Knights,

And good day to all,

are heading into November. It’s time to get started on locking in our “Di
Je. | need to schedule a meeting to get this started. So if | can get the QB
teers to come in on next Monday that would be great. We can meet at the

t a plan over dinner. Let’s do this at 6pm. | would like to make a good s
be our first charity from scratch ride in a very long time. It’s gonna reflec
ty to put a good show together.

from the Bees to call me and let me know if they can make it. Lots of ide
more. | need time to make sure the Dante’s rep can be there.

hat, we have had a slow start to the cold season. Hope to get more peop
eather. Shine em up y’all. It’s time. It seems as though our winter mont
t in Siesta Keys with the cold ocean breeze hitting me over the handleba

the support this board has received over the past year has been pheno
2ciate our membership getting involved and making this chapter a huge s
the SRC. We have a great reputation and that’s because of all of you and
t into this chapter. Your board is very grateful.

ard to our next meeting and wish y’all a safe and happy month. God bles
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Compliments of Rodney Stearns

, that until a few years ago it was illegal in Florida to use your
as in motion. The only exception was if you were part of a fune

tional minds changed this illegal act and since July 1, 2021 dr
their hazards when visibility is extremely low. This not only apg

Blue Knights International
Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club

S0th Anniversary

Date: July 21st — 26th, 2024

Location: Sugarloaf Mountain Hotel & Conference Center
5092 Access Road
Carrabassett Valley, Maine 04947

Phone:  1-800-843-5623

HOTEL ROOM RESERVATIONS ARE FULL. Condos are available. Go to the Sugarloaf web
page and go to the lodging link; you can then scroll through the various condo photos and de-
scriptions and choose what type you would like with the bed configuration you want. You will
then need to call and they will take your information to make your reservation. Tell them what
you want... If they do not have one available right away, they will take your info (type of condo,
etc.) and put you on a wait list and call you when one is added to their inventory.

RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION IS ALL MEMBERS JOB.... ALWAYS WEAR YOU COLORS AND PROMOTE OUR ORGANIZATION

Blue Bnightss International

Taw Enforcement ftlotorcpele Club, Ine. ,;*

38 ALDEN STREET
BANGOR, ME, USA 04401

Tel: +1 (207) 947-4600
(Office Hours 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM EST)
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Treasurers Report

+ Because of the efforts of everyone in this Chapter we had a very
good year financially. All current expenses have been paid and the
expected expenses for the Chapter Christmas party and our charity

+ As we head into the end of the year it is now the time to start our annu-
al dues collection and chapter renewal. The dues are $40.00 and can
be delivered to the treasurer at the next two meetings in cash or check.
You can also mail in your dues to our PoBox.

Please make checks payable to Blue Knights FL XVIII.
Our address is:

Blue Knights FL XVIII

PO Box 2031

Sarasota FL 34230
If you have any questions please contact

President Gibbons or me, John Emrick. -

C hap ter Treasurer

ELECTION NOTICE

FL XVIII CHAPTER ELECTIONS

Fellow Knight’s,

October opens up our Election process. If anyone is interested in run-
ning for one of the Chapter Officer positions (President, VP, Treasurer,
Secretary or Sergeant at Arms) email Domenic Ceccanecchio
dcd444@comcast.net ASAP. At the November 7th meeting we will review
nominations that have been submitted. If anyone is running against an-
other member you will swtill have up until the December meeting to cam-

Next October 2024 elections will be conducted for our Director positions.
Any questions please call President Gibbons.



mailto:dc444@comcast.net
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Blue Knights FLLXVIII
Christmas Party

When: Sunday, Decembier 17%, 2023

Jime: 4:00pm Coacltails (cash bar)
5:00 pm  Dinner Buffet

Where: Venezia (Ramada by Wyndham)
425 U.S 41 Bypass Neuth, Venice 3428 5af
941-315-8474

Cast: § 30.00 per penson

R.S.V.P. by December 10, 2023 L j
To: Patrick Gibbons Pres. Pigibby1969@comcast.net r \
Checks made payable and sent to: ‘[
Blue Knights FLXVIII LA A
PO BOX 2031, Sarasota Florida 34230 ﬂ(}\s‘
A fyn evening is planned with live entertainment, great
~food, dancing, holiday gifts, games and prizes.
A Come join your fellow Blue Knights Family for a

memorable holiday good time.
Spend the night option:
Discounted Hotel Accommodations are available.

Contact the hotel directly and ask for the Blue KnlétErcfe
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A Hero's Welcome
By Robert Longley

Time to come home dear brother
Your tour of duty through
You’ve given as much as anyone
Could be expected to do

Just a few steps further

The smoke will start to clear
Others here will guide you
You have no need of fear

You have not failed your brothers
You clearly gave it all

And through your selﬂess;gctnons
Others will hear the call

So take your place of honor

Among those who have gone before
And know you will be remembered
For now and evermore
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o Order: by President Gibbons @ 7:00PM
In attendance:  Executive officers: Officers: Members: Gues
giance: by President Gibbons
Chaplain Jim Kirkpatrick

marks: by President Gibbons addressed the members about Rory MacConnel’s medical ¢
ephanie, also spoke to the member about his status. He is receiving medications for his infe
r a newly found tumor that has put him in hospice. The meeting was briefly paused in cons

REPORT: VP JIM THOMAS FOR PATRICK GIBBONS
ns for Officers (President, VP, Secretary, Treasurer, Sargeant at Arms) are starting now. N
sived by November 1. If you are interested, email your nomination to Secretary Domenic C
ast.net). Finalize discussions and vote will take place at the December meeting. Elections
ke place in 2024 as per our bylaws.
ight Vinny Spadaro recommends Sarasota DCF for our Christmas Charity. There are also
suncoast Charities and Sarasota County Sheriffs Charitable Association.

hristmas Party 12/17 Sunday from 4:00PM to 8:00PM at the Venice Sarasota Hotel. Cost
2 will need to have all the money and Head count by 12/5 at the December meeting. Bobby
. Special Room Rate at the hotel of $104

oy the Bay — Rory MacConnell volunteered a shotgun. Ticket books need to be printed.
Boobies poker run Saturday 10/28. Meeting on 10/14 2:00 PM with the ride organizers at A
e who would like to work (not ride) the poker run. We will be handing out cards at one of the
is encouraged to please ride (bring a friend or two)
10/7 “Blue Knights Appreciation Day” at Bert’s Black widow HD 12:00 PM. 15% off for Mem
2&A with techs.
g from the chapter has been removed from the FOP hall and is being stored in a locker in th
available. Meetings will be scheduled at the Shrine for as long as they will have us.
NTS REPORT: JAMES THOMAS

Update

e Dante’s Den Animal Sanctuary and Hospital Ride, March 2024

REPORT: JOHN EMRICK

0 accept October Treasurers Report: Motion: Jim Kirkpatrick, 2nd: Jim Thomas Unanimous
WEBMASTER'S REPORT: DOMENIC CECCANECCHIO N/A
cept October Minutes: Motion: Jim Kirkpatrick, 2nd: John Chiusano, Unanimous Appro
JER: Visit our website BLUEKNIGHTSFLXVIII.COM password is password 1234680.
ER: Need volunteer to fill position.
MES KIRKPATRICK:
DISTRESSED: Keep our sick and distressed members and their families in your thoughts
onnell, CeCe MacConnell, Geri Buscemi, Jeffrey Longwell, Paul Fieber, Jack Ovadia
BUSINESS:
oposal to host a fundraiser “Corn Hole Tournament” at the Shrine. Taken under adviseme
specifics.
SS -
Deal has two vests for sale.
im Ryan for $250 donation for Widow Sons Ride for ALS, 2™ Jim Kirkpatrick, Approved
00 Mile Bay Run, January 7™, 2024, more to come.
s requested $250 support. 1% Chris Scardino, 2™ Brian MacConnell Approved

G: Amount: $$35
DJOURN: Time: 8::00pm Unanimous Approval
2 Jim Thomas for Secretary Dom Ceccanecchio

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING: TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH, 2023
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”ﬁpﬁbUt do. so safely!
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Safety Tips.

Now that the weather is cooling off a bit | will assume more of our
members will be participating in Chapter rides.

Question, how many of us perform a “safety check” before starting
out on a ride?

You know, gas — check, headlights working both low and high
beam - check, Aux. lights — check, turn signals — check, stop lights
— check, seat adjustment — check. But how many riders check your
tires? How many inspect our tires ourselves for cracks and thread
wear instead of waiting for the scheduled service work to be per-
formed? For 5 bonus points, how many check the tire pressure be-
fore we head out. According to the Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety and the National Highway Safety Administration along with
Harley Davidson, motorcycle tires can lose 1 -2 psi per week of rid-
ing. Over time, the lost of tire pressure can and will affect the han-
dling of your motorcycle and may result in a crash. Don’t forget,
“attention to details” will keep us riding safe for a long time.

RWP

John Emrick

SICK AND DISTRESSED

PLEASE KEEP OUR SICK AND DISTRESSED MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES IN
YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS.

RORY MACCONNELL CECE MACCONNELL GERI BUSCEMI
JEFFREY LONGWELL PAUL FIEBER ROBIN GRUTERS




Mike Shockley, Chairman
msshockley@gmail.com

Randy Hoagland, Vice Chairman
rhoagland@bkgaxvi.com

International Representative Bob Awtrey

The elections results were announced at the Fall 2023 SRC in Biloxi, MS. The elections committee
chairman, Wayland Mann, announced the results. 62 of 79 chapters participated in the online voting for
SRC Board Offices. That is a 78.48% participation rate, almost double what we have seen in the past.

The results are as follows:

Chairman: Mike Shockley
Bruce Verrette
Abstain

Vice-Chairman: Randy Hoagland
Larry Dunn
Abstain

Secretary: Justin Hartley
Jim Borza
Abstain

Treasurer: Al Fryer
Abstain

International Rep: Bob Awtrey
Chuckie Diaz
Abstain

The board looks forward to serving the membership for years to come.

BLUE KNIGHTS FLXVIII NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2023
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awtreybob@gmail.com

Bulletin 2023-04
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Justin Hartley, Secretary
justinhartleyl75@gmail.com

Al Fryer, Treasurer
Afryer63@yahoo.com



BLUE KNIGHTS FLXVIII NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2023

,.‘
o 0nNAl ¢
e

Hosted by Miss

ENFoacE"f\‘_‘go <%

OTorcycLE ©

Schedule
-Hotel Check in after 4 pm

Registration (at
Floor) 4-7 pm




-y
Y Support our Sponsols
BLUE KNIGHTS FLXVIII NEWSLETTER n~ovemser 2025

E:. T RAVERTINE
s PAVING
CREW, INC.
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https://pavingcrew.com/
https://www.adrenalinehd.com/

B Support our SPonSsors

Beverly Hills Dog

« Premier Doggy Daycare

A

v
/g i}/ }% 941-822-0888

For tiny, small and medium sized dogs
2030 Bispham Road Sarasota 34231

\\9%  http://www.beverlyhillsdog.net

\ ~ CONCIERGE OVERNIGHT CARE AVAILABLE

ARE YoUu LIVING VOGUE

LIVING V

R E A L E S TAT

REALTOR - Charles Ratliff
1540 Main St, Sarasota, FL 34236

732-735-0738
charles@livingvogue.com

WHERE LIFE MEETS STYLE

BLUE KNIGHTS FLXVIII NEWSLETTER  w~ovemser 201;

WEBSITE: https://mission-bbg.com gﬁ.ﬂ‘j&



https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/#hours
https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/map/
tel:(941)%20841-9279
https://mission-bbq.com/
https://www.beverlyhillsdog.net
http://www.beverlyhillsdog.net/
https://www.livingvogue.com/agent/Charles_Ratliff/8516084

