
Greetings Blue Knights Family, 

Another busy month passes with plenty of fel-
lowship and charity. We enjoyed a multi chap-
ter picnic, a great night out celebrating our 
hard work, Sunday breakfast, running a charity 
ride and making a $1000 donation to that chari-
ty. I call that a good month. Thank you to all 
that helped make all this happen. 

I canôt help but think that everything we do to-
gether is because of a motorcycle and the love 
of motorcycling. I have made more friendships 
and have met some of the nicest people be-
cause our mutual love for this lifestyle and the 
passion for riding the wind.  

This love affaire with two and three wheels bit 
us all at some point in our lives, I can remem-
ber the day it pulled me in. I was around eight 
years old. My brother was 21 and had this late 
60òs blue and white BSA. As most late 60ôs 
BSAôs it had problems and was usually parked 
on the side of the house. I would climb up on 
the seat, grab the bars and dream that I was 
Evil Knievel during one of his successful 
jumps, or maybe the Fonz or James Dean.  

One lucky summer day my brother was able to 
start this beautiful machine. I can still smell the 
gas, oil, and exhaust. I guess my brother could 
see the excitement in my face, he told me to 
hop on. As we flew through the neighborhood I 
held on for my life with this huge grin. We 
probably hit forty miles per hour but it felt like 
one hundred.  

I was hooked that was it for me I wanted to ride 
a motorcycle, Dad had another opinion that I 
didnôt agree with so I had to wait until I was out 
of the house and an adult luckily Iôm patient.  

My brother passed back in 2013. This perfect 
summer day is one of my fondest  memories of 
him and the love we both had for motorcycles.  

Every once and a while on that perfect riding 
day of each year (you know the one)  I can feel 
him hanging on I'm Sure he has a huge grin as 
I work through the gears I know I do. 

So why do you ride motorcycles?  

Whats your story? I want to know!  

Please share your story I would love to hear it.  
E-mail  it to me and I will share it with our 
newsletter readers.  
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MEMORIAL DAY 
Monday May 27th   
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http://www.boktowergardens.org
mailto:PJGIBBY1969@comcast.net
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In the Chapter Market                   
Woodworking made to order. Tell me what you want, size, and spe-
cific wood (if requested) and I will make it.  
Very reasonable prices.  
Jim Ryan - 941-313-1363     jryanretired@aol.com  BK Florida XVIII 

            
 
 
 
2016 Harley Davidson FLSTFBS ñFatboyò All Black,  
25645 Miles.  Price - $ 17,000.00. Purchased from Rossiterôs 
HD August 15, 2022 and has been garage kept everyday.  Price 
includes a brand new windshield still in the box, never opened. 
Contact John Emrick at 410-991-8161 (okay to leave a mes-
sage) or mddre3077@aol.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Sale 2008 Harley Softail 31K miles, asking $6,700  
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Hello Brothers and Sisters, 

 Well, another month down. Apparently, I am continuing to remain two feet up so here we go. Had a 
great time at the all state picnic. Thank you Tracey for the ride over. Had great brotherhood and some 
good vittles. Last night we enjoyed dinner at the Venicia Hotel with about 24 or so in attendance. I real-
ly would love to see more members and wives get out and enjoy these gatherings. The more we see at-
tendance growing, the more events we would like to plan as a club. Brotherhood is always the theme 
and of course sisterhood as well. There are still a lot of spouses who donôt really know each other. We 
would love to have all of the wives involved and having fun. BRING EM. Remember this is a family fo-
cus entity, not a high school with cliques. We promote bonding and friendship. We have had months of 
drama and losses. Now itôs time to focus on having fun. Pull back the drapes and let some light in. Sum-
mer is on the way and riding will be getting some additional heat. Remember to bring water for the 
rides and cover that precious skin. Ya only get one birthday suit. Help it last. 

  We have been in discussion with our sister chapters and we are working on a bigger and better All-
state picnic for the next season. maybe a XMAS in the park where families can come and have activities 
and enjoy all the park offers. More plans and announcements to follow.  Nothing has been written in 
stone yet.  I would like to say thanks to Patrick for arranging the hotel dinner for us. It turned out to be 
a lot of laughs and a very nice evening. Bobby has had another firing line day and I am sure it was a lot 
of fun. I canôt quite partake of those things yet but soon.  

  Itôs my understanding that the QBs are planning some luncheons for the ladies. I am sure all of the 
ladies will enjoy that. It was said they would be contacting everyone by phone or email. I know my wife 
is looking forward to enjoying some time getting to know the rest of the girls.  

  Its time for the spring bike check. You should check before every ride but if you prefer to check every 
three or four months then its time for tread, fluids, brake pads, spokes and battery as well as clean-
ing your fuel ports with some injection cleaner. Getting old grit off the bike and making sure she purrs 
like a kitten when you fire her up. Better safe than sorry. Itôs also a good way to see if you have a prob-
lem festering. Check your lights., Not for you but for those who are behind and in front of you. They 
use your signals almost as much as you do, if not more. Go over your group ride rules and safety guide-
lines for the enhancement of the group rides. Always remember, ride courtesy makes for a peaceful 
group ride. As always your board wants you to enjoy our time together and remember "family first".  

  There will be charity rides coming up across the area and we will see if there may be interest and at-
tending any. Remember, charity is about giving, not getting credit. Sometimes attending and paying 
$20. to ride can make a huge difference in someone's life. I am looking forward to getting back on Elv-
ira and hitting the concrete with all of you. And if you can no longer hit the handlebars, come out and 
hang with us. We donôt mind cages. We would rather have your company than your bike. We will all 
get there someday and we all know that. Donôt be a stranger. We still love ya.....bike or not. Its about 
the bond. God bless and have a good month. 
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Pledge of Allegiance:  led by President Gibbons    
Invocation:  by  John Chiusano 
Welcoming Remarks:  by President Gibbons.          
PRESIDENTS REPORT:  PATRICK GIBBONS  
Monday April 8th Combined chapter BBQ. President Gibbons has tickets for $20 a head. This includes entry and a BBQ lunch 
from Sonnyôs BBQ. We will have a 50/50 to help with the bills to keep the ticket price down. We were unable to get a 
weekend date and went with the 8th ( Monday ) We didnôt want to run into the summer with the heat and storms also we are 
hopeful we will still have some snowbirds around to enjoy the day.    Send your RSVP and headcount to President Gibbons.  

April 20th Saturday. We are running the Suncoast Charities For Children ñRide So Children Can Thriveò. 9:00AM at Adrenaline 
Harley Davidson. Registration starts at 9:30AM ride heads out 11:15AM. We will return back at the Harley around 12:30 
PM. We do have other clubs who will be helping out with this event. This Ride is dedicated to one of our own (Rory Mac-
Connell) so it would be nice to see FL XVIII Blue Knights coming out to support this event. $20 per person includes pan-
cake breakfast. Come by car, bicycle, or horse just come out and show yourself to the public and represent this chapter. Just 
stop by at some point of the day if that is all you can do! 

  VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT:  JAMES THOMAS 
VP Thomas thanked everyone for their support before and after his heart surgery. 

TREASURERS REPORT:  JOHN EMRICK    
Motion to accept March report:   Motion ï Brian MacConnell, 2nd ï Tracy Dunn, Unanimous approval 

Financial Position:  The chapter is in solid financial position.  Exact numbers can be obtained by contacting the treasurer. 

SECRETARY / WEBMASTER'S REPORT: DOMENIC CECCANECCHIO  
Motion to accept March minutes:   Motion ï Jim Thomas, 2nd ï Brian MacConnell, Unanimous approval 
March Minutes have been posted on our website in the MEMBERS section.  Password 1234680 
April Newsletter has been posted on our website. 
The chapter activity calendar on our website lists all April activities  

SAFETY OFFICER:   Need volunteer to fill position. 
President Gibbons reminded everyone that it is important to hydrate during a ride, 

CHAPLIN:   JAMES KIRKPATRICK:  N/A 

SRC / INTERNATIONAL REPORT: 
50th Anniversary approaching.  See Newsletter for details. 

NEW BUSINESS :   
April 17th ï Anniversary of our hosting the 2023 SRC Conference.  Dinner at the Venice Hotel at 6:00pm. 

John Chiusano suggested that the Board consider establishing a scholarship in the name of Rory MacConnell.  The Board is 
looking at the possibility and will discuss at next meeting 

SICK AND DISTRESSED:   
          0ŏňńŖň Ŏňňœ ŒŘŕ ŖŌņŎ ńőŇ ŇŌŖŗŕňŖŖňŇ ŐňŐŅňŕŖ ńőŇ ŗŋňŌŕ ŉńŐŌŏŌňŖ Ōő ŜŒŘŕ ŗŋŒŘŊŋŗŖ ńőŇ œŕńŜňŕŖȢ 

Jeffrey Longwell    John Chiusano   

50-50 DRAWING:         Amount:  $90     Winner:  Clair   $ 45 (donated to chapter) 

 MOTION TO ADJOURN: Time:  7:45PM, Motion:  John Chiusano, 2nd: Jim Thomas, Unanimous Approval    

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING:  TUESDAY, MAY 7TH, 2024 

Submitted By:   Domenic Ceccanecchio 
Secretary BK XVIII 
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