
MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
 Greetings Fellow Knights,  

As we ride into May we see our snow birds fleeing the 
coupe for better weather I can’t blame them. Have a 
safe and beautiful summer see you next season.  

For us who stay behind we still have some good rid-
ing ahead we just have to get out early and  look to 
the sky  for the the famous Florida  sudden washouts. 
Check before scheduled rides to make sure it’s still 
on. All scheduled breakfast, lunch, or dinner will go 
on regardless of rain just not the rides.  

I will be doing some traveling in May up in the North 
Georgia mountains.  And in June up to New Jersey 
and upstate NY for some family time with a side trip 
to the New York Finger Lake’s. I am looking for any-
one who wants to lead some rides or head up a 
scheduled meal to keep things rolling for FL XVIII.  

Blue Knights® Pledge:  

As a Blue Knight I pledge to act with honor and 
pride to promote motorcycling and motorcy-
cle safety by being an example of the safe use, 
operation and     enjoyment of motorcycles. 

I will work at all times to improve the rela-
tionship between the motor- cycling law en-
forcement community and the general public.  

The fraternal spirit will always guide me in re-
lating to other Blue Knights®. 

“May the fraternal spirit always guide you in relating 
to other Blue Knights.”  

This is a statement that should hold true to each and 
everyone of us. We are supposed to be brothers and 
sisters ( family.) Each and every member regardless 
of rank or membership status is family. Yea we all 
have that goofy lazy sibling or crazy uncle but its still 
family. Take care of each other and show some loyal-
ty and respect to all of the Blue Knights family. The 
best damn Law Enforcement Club in the world.  

BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNERS 
WILL TAKE PLACE RAIN OR SHINE  
RIDES ARE SUBJECT TO MOTHER  

 NATURE ’S APPROVAL  

 

Tuesday 5/2 9:00 AM  
Breakfast at Cracker Barrel 

636 67th street Cir E / RT 64 & RT 75  
Bradenton ( Ride After )  

  
 

Tuesday 5/5 5:30 PM 
Dine at the Shrine 

 Hot Sands Tiki Bar 
 600 N Beneva RD, Sarasota 

   

 
Tuesday 5/5 7:00 PM 
Monthly Chapter Meeting 
 2nd floor of the Shrine 

 600 N Beneva RD, Sarasota 
  
 

Saturday 5/9 11:30AM  

Lunch at the Linger Lodge 
 7116 85th ST CT E Bradenton 

FL XVI will meet and have lunch with us  
Join us for lunch with our sister chapter 

 
 

Friday 5/8 9:00 AM 
Shootout with Bobby G.”  

Knight Trail Park  
3445 Rustic Rd Nokomis 34275. 
We can grab lunch afterwards.  

 If you are interested please email  
bgrotz2@yahoo.com and  

if you would please copy President Gibbons 
at PJGIBBY1969@comcast.net    

 

  
Thursday 5/21 11:30AM 
Lunch at Mission Barbecue  
 University Pkwy, Sarasota  

Ride After  

 
  

Friday 5/29 6:00 PM 
Dinner at Der Dutchman  

3713 Baha Vista Street, Sarasota 
 

Patrick Gibbons 
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Sun, May 10, 2026 



 Chapter Executive Board 

President ….. Patrick Gibbons 

Vice President …… Ralph Smith 

Treasurer …………. Tracy Dunn 

Secretary ……. Domenic Ceccanecchio 

Sergeant at Arms  ….  James Ryan   

 

Board of Directors 

Sid Jones / Past President 

Mike Klein 

Bobby Grotz 

 

Operations 

James Kirkpatrick / Chaplain 

Domenic Ceccanecchio / Webmaster 

Brian MacConnell / Quartermaster 

Jim Kelly / Safety Officer 

Domenic Ceccanecchio / Newsletter 
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pjgibby1969@comcast.net

dcc444@comcast.net

 In the Chapter Market                   
Jim Ryan — Woodworking made to order.  
Tell me what you want, size, and specific wood (if requested) 
and I will make it.   Very reasonable prices.  
941-313-1363  or   jryanretired@aol.com   

            

2014 FLHTK Harley Davidson Ultra Limited  
Color- Daytona Blue            Mileage- 17500 
Includes headsets for rider and passenger  

Price- $12,200 FIRM 
John Emrick       Mddre3077@aol.com 

 

 

PRICE REDUCED  

2016 Harley Davidson FLSTFBS “Fatboy” All 
Black, 25645 Miles. Price - $12,000. NOW $11,000. 
Purchased from Rossiter’s HD August 15, 2022 and 
has been garage kept everyday.  Price includes a 
brand new windshield still in the box, never opened. 
Contact John Emrick at 410-991-8161 (okay to 
leave a message) or mddre3077@aol.com 

https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/#
mailto:jryanretired@aol.com
mailto:Mddre3077@aol.com


 BLUE KNIGHTS FLORIDA XVIII  
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING -  MINUTES             April 7th, 2026 
7 : 0 0 PM  -  2 n d  f l o o r  S a h i b  S hr i ne r s ,  6 0 0  N B e ne v a  R d ,  S a r a s o t a  F L    

President:  Patrick Gibbons    -   Vice President:  Ralph Smith    -   Treasurer:  Tracy Dunn    -   Secretary/Webmaster:  Dom Ceccanecchio 
Sergeant At Arms:  James Ryan   -   Past President:  Sid Jones    -  Director: Bob Grotz   -   Director:  Mchael Klein  

Quartermaster:  Brian MacConnell  -  Chaplin: James Kirkpatrick  - Safety Officer : Jim Kelly 
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 Meeting Call to Order:  by President Gibbons @ 7:04PM 
Pledge of Allegiance:  led by President Gibbons    
Invocation:  by Ralph Smith 
Welcoming Remarks: President Gibbons introduced guests and three BK state reps who were visiting.   
PRESIDENTS REPORT:  PATRICK GIBBONS  
PRESENTATION:  President Gibbons presented welcome packet to our newest member Joe Maldonado 

•  STOP THE BLEED CLASS ( Rodney Stearns instructor:) We are looking to see if we have interest in doing classes. So far 
about 10 members are interested. Rodney will provide particulars of what is involved.  Looking into dates in may for a class.  
There was a good response.  

• MEDICAL KITS: Should the chapter purchase a few kits to take on rides or should we leave it up to individual members to 
purchase their own kit?   The Chapter is open to purchase a few kits.  

• HATS: We need hats.  Do you want to stick with the current standard BK hat or do you want President Gibbons to do a cus-
tom hat at our local vender? The standard hat would be cheaper ; the custom hat would be better hats but cost $10 to $20 
more. The vender also does a custom leather patch, embroidered, and other styles. President Gibbons will look into custom 
hats because members indicate that they would prefer custom over the standard BK hat 

• THE SUNCOAST CHILDREN’S CHARITY thank you event is being held on April 21st at the Gold Coast Eagle Distributing 
Company 7051 Wireless CT off of Lakewood Ranch Blvd N ( 5PM-8PM )   YOU NEED TO RSVP BY APRIL 10TH. 
Please let me know if you want to go and I will send you the link to RSVP and receive the free tickets. Complimentary food 
and beverages / Adult beverages.  

• APRIL 11TH IS THE BERT’S BLACK WIDOW CHROME & COURAGE RIDE ( 8:00 AM)  - 9:30 AM ) Registration KSU 
10:00 AM. Fully escorted ride. Register online $20 single, $35 Couple. Day of $30 single $45 couple. Includes light break-
fast, All American lunch and SWAG. This is for Veterans and First Responders. We gave a $750 donation so did FL XVI our 
sister chapter for a total of $1500 in the name of the Blue Knights.  This is not on the ride list due to the cost of entry!!  

If we have any riders from the North going let President Gibbons know and he can set up a meeting spot.  

• REMINDER: NO JUNE, JULY OR AUGUST MEETINGS. This was voted on at the March meeting. Motion by Brian Mac-
Connell,  2nd by Jim Thomas, all members voted their approval. All other chapter activities and rides will continue.  

•   THURSDAY APRIL 16TH President Gibbons will be heading to the FL XVI meeting to deliver shirts. 7:00 PM. Social Hour 
and dinner 6:00 PM.  If anyone wants to participate let President Gibbons know and we can set up a ride if you want to capture 
the traveling Knight.  If nobody steals him in May he will be held captive until September.  

Location:  Golden Coral, 4690 Colonial Blvd Ft Myers (just off RT75) 

 VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT:  RALPH SMITH N/A 

 TREASURERS REPORT: TRACY DUNN   

• Motion to accept March 2025 1st Brain MacConnell 2nd Jim Thomas  

  

SECRETARY / WEBMASTER'S REPORT: DOMENIC CECCANECCHIO  

•  Motion to accept March 2025 1st Brain MacConnell 2nd Jim Thomas  

SAFETY OFFICER: JIM KELLY:   

• Check tires and rain gear. The weather is changing and the rain is in our future.  

• Be safe on wet roads use all skills and safe habits.  

CHAPLIN:   JAMES KIRKPATRICK /  

SRC / INTERNATIONAL REPORT: 

• See Newsletter for details regarding fall conference. 

OLD BUSINESS:   Brian MacConnell is selling bike shades for $30 each. 

NEW BUSINESS:   

• Thank you letter from the MS bicycle event. Patrick and Michael both attended and provided safe blocking and support for 
over 600 bicyclist. They asked us to help next year  

• Motion made by Louis Bavaro for a donation to Tunnel to Towers Foundation ( event in May in SRQ ) 1st Brian MacConnell 
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 Acceleration simply means the vehicle is increasing speed. 

Deceleration means the vehicle is slowing down (braking or just reducing throttle). 

In group riding, those two ideas become extremely important. 
When a lead vehicle slows down even briefly — say by 20 mph — that slowdown sends a wave of braking 
backward through traffic. Two miles back, that same ripple can cause traffic to completely stop, even 
though there may be no danger or obstruction left at all. This is the “slinky effect.”  We often notice this on 
I75 when traffic forcefully slows and a few miles down the road it is back to normal speed.  That is likely 
the actions of a few that start the ripple effect. 
The same principle applies to motorcycle groups. 

Applying acceleration physics to group riding 
Acceleration is expressed in meters per second squared (m/s²). 
Or, more commonly in riding terms: 0–60 mph time. 
Most motorcycles average around 2.6 seconds from 0–60 mph. 
This is an acceleration rate of about 10.32 m/s². 
Here’s where that matters: 
When the lead motorcycle slows down for an obstacle or corner and then accelerates hard afterward 
reaching 60 mph (88 feet per second) within a few seconds, the trailing bike is still arriving at the slow 
point, often without the ability to accelerate for 15–20 seconds later. 
This means the lead rider is already long gone while the trailing rider is still recovering from the slowdown. 
Using actual physics: 
If the trail rider has to make up 15–20 seconds of lost distance, and only accelerates normally, they cannot 
catch up in a reasonable distance unless they reach very high speeds. 
At a 15‑second gap, the trailing rider may need to accelerate up to 90 mph just to catch the lead motorcy-
cle within one mile — something we calculated in your earlier example. 

Why this matters for group leaders 
This is why it is critical for the lead motorcycle to: 
• accelerate smoothly 
• allow the group to regroup after corners or obstacles 
• avoid “launching” after a slowdown 
If the lead rider accelerates too aggressively, the group stretches out, riders start speeding to catch up, 
and safety decreases for everyone. 
Good leadership means maintaining predictable, gentle acceleration so the entire group stays connected 
and relaxed instead of stretched and stressed. 
  

 
Rodney P Stearns was a crash investigator in the military and following that as a deputy in his early years on patrol 
became a crash reconstructionist and ACTAR certified #691. He spent several years investigating fatal crashes, 
teaching crash investigations, and supervising crash experts. 
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The Traveling Knight, bids farewell to Florida XVI.    

He is now in the care of Florida XVIII.  

As you can see, he is living the good life with FL XVIII eating and 
drinking and traveling the country side looking for the best BBQ.   



  

M A Y  2 0 2 6  

“Shootout with Bobby G.” 9:00 AM , Friday,  May 8th          
at the Knight Trail Park 3445 Rustic Rd Nokomis 34275. 

We can grab lunch afterwards.  

If you are interested please email  

bgrotz2@yahoo.com  and if you would please copy 
President Gibbons at  PJGIBBY1969@comcast.net    
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MEMORIAL DAY FACTS 

• Memorial Day was originally known as Decoration Day. 

• Memorial Day was officially declared a federal holiday in 1971. 

• The red poppy flower became a symbol of remembrance after the publication of the 

famous war poem "In Flanders Fields" by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae. 

• There have been about 1.35 million US military deaths since 1775. 

• The deadliest war the U.S has participated in was the Civil War, with around 620,000 

deaths. 

Memorial Day History 
Memorial Day is dedicated to honoring and remembering the 
men and women who have sacrificed their lives in service to the 
country. The occasion serves to recognize the bravery and dedi-
cation of these individuals in all branches of the military, from 
the Army, Navy, and Marine Corps, to the Air Force and Coast 
Guard. The observance is also significant for fostering shared 
values of patriotism, commitment and respect for the armed 
forces among all Americans. 

The inception of Memorial Day dates back to the aftermath of 
the Civil War in the late 19th century as a means to honor the 
soldiers who fell on both sides of the conflict. Originally known 
as Decoration Day, the holiday gained official recognition at the 
national level in 1971. Memorial Day is an important part of 
American society and culture because it provides a moment of 
collective remembrance for the country’s fallen heroes. It's an 
opportunity for Americans to express their gratitude for the sacrifices made for the 
nation's freedom and security. 

Memorial Day in the United States is marked by a variety of commemorative activi-
ties and traditions. These include visiting military cemeteries and memorials to lay 
flowers and flags, participating in parades, and observing a moment of silence or lis-
tening to 'Taps', a traditional bugle call played at military funerals. Many Americans 
also gather for family picnics and barbecues on this day, recognizing it as the unoffi-
cial start of the summer season. The Memorial Day National Moment of Remem-
brance, established by Congress, takes place at 3:00 pm local time. Memorial Day 
falls on the last Monday of May each year, providing a long weekend for these tradi-
tions and observances to take place. 

Monday, May 25 
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Chaplain Jimmy Kirkpatrick 

“Life's challenges are not supposed to paralyze you, they're 
supposed to help you discover who you are” 

 

 
SICK AND DISTRESSED 

 
Please keep our sick and distressed members and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 

Geri Buscemi  
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Randy Hoagland - Chairman 
Eddie Henderson - Vice-Chairman 
Mike Shockley - International Rep 
Sal Anicito - Secretary 
Al Fryer - Treasurer 

The SRC region includes: 

Alabama            Bahamas 
Florida               Bermuda 
Georgia             Puerto Rico 
Louisiana          Virgin Islands 
Mississippi 
South Carolina 

NEWSLETTER:  https://srcknights.org/

SRC WEBSITE— https://srcknights.org/ 
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"I THOUGHT I WAS A REAL BIKER" 

A biker was sitting in a bar when a woman sat down next to him and asked, “Are you a real biker?” 

He replied, “Well, I’ve spent my whole life on Harleys. My mom was pregnant with me while riding on the back of my dad’s 

Harley.  

As a little boy, I rode on the back with my dad until I finally got my own Harley. I’ve been riding ever since, so yes, I guess I’m a 

real biker.” 

The woman said, “I’m a lesbian. I spend my entire day thinking about women. From the moment I wake up, I think about 

women. When I shower, I think about women. When I watch TV, I think about women. Even when I eat, I think about women. 

It seems everything makes me think about women.” 

The two sat quietly, sipping their drinks. A little while later, a man sat down on the other side of the biker and asked, “Are you 

a real biker?” 

The biker replied, “I always thought I was, but I just found out I’m a lesbian.” 
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Beverly Hills Dog 
Premier Doggy Daycare 

    For tiny, small and medium sized dogs                      
2030 Bispham Road Sarasota 34231 

              941-822-0888 

Concierge overnight care available 

https://www.dogdog.org/pet-boarding-service/beverly-hills-dog-sarasota 

https://www.dogdog.org/pet-boarding-service/beverly-hills-dog-sarasota
https://pavingcrew.com/
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Hours: 11am - 9pm 

WEBSITE:  https://mission-

https://adrenaline-hd.com/
https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/#hours
https://mission-bbq.com/
https://gulfsandsrealty.com/
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