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BLUE KNIGHTS FLXVIII NEWSLETTER
May Ride and Event Schedule

BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNERS
WILL TAKE PLACE RAIN OR SHINE
RIDES ARE SUBJECT TO MOTHER

MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Greetings Fellow Knights,

As we ride into May we see our snow birds fleeing the
coupe for better weather | can’t blame them. Have a

safe and beautiful summer see you next season.

For us who stay behind we still have some good rid-
ing ahead we just have to get out early and look to
the sky for the the famous Florida sudden washouts.
Check before scheduled rides to make sure it’s still
on. All scheduled breakfast, lunch, or dinner will go
on regardless of rain just not the rides.

| will be doing some traveling in May up in the North
Georgia mountains. And in June up to New Jersey
and upstate NY for some family time with a side trip
to the New York Finger Lake’s. | am looking for any-
one who wants to lead some rides or head up a
scheduled meal to keep things rolling for FL XVIil.

Blue Knights® Pledge:

As A BLUE KNIGHT | PLEDGE TO ACT WITH HONOR AND
PRIDE TO PROMOTE MOTORCYCLING AND MOTORCY-
CLE SAFETY BY BEING AN EXAMPLE OF THE SAFE USE,
OPERATION AND ENJOYMENT OF MOTORCYCLES.

| WILL WORK AT ALL TIMES TO IMPROVE THE RELA-
TIONSHIP BETWEEN THE MOTOR- CYCLING LAW EN-
FORCEMENT COMMUNITY AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC.

THE FRATERNAL SPIRIT WILL ALWAYS GUIDE ME IN RE-
LATING TO OTHER BLUE KNIGHTS®.

“May the fraternal spirit always guide you in relating
to other Blue Knights.”

This is a statement that should hold true to each and
everyone of us. We are supposed to be brothers and
sisters ( family.) Each and every member regardless
of rank or membership status is family. Yea we all
have that goofy lazy sibling or crazy uncle but its still
family. Take care of each other and show some loyal-
ty and respect to all of the Blue Knights family. The
best damn Law Enforcement Club in the world.
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Patnick Giblons

President, FLXVIII AL

NATURE’S APPROVAL
Tuesday 5/2 9:00 AM

Breakfast at Cracker Barrel
636 67th street Cir E/ RT 64 & RT 75
Bradenton ( Ride After )

Tuesday 5/5 5:30 PM
Dine at the Shrine
Hot Sands Tiki Bar

600 N Beneva RD, Sarasota

Tuesday 5/5 7:00 PM
Monthly Chapter Meeting
2nd floor of the Shrine
600 N Beneva RD, Sarasota

Saturday 5/9 11:30AM
Lunch at the Linger Lodge
7116 85th ST CT E Bradenton
FL XVI will meet and have lunch with us
Join us for lunch with our sister chapter

Friday 5/8 9:00 AM
Shootout with Bobby G.”
Knight Trail Park
3445 Rustic Rd Nokomis 34275.
We can grab lunch afterwards.
If you are interested please email
bgrotz2@yahoo.com and

if you would please copy President Gibbons

at PJGIBBY1969@comcast.net

Thursday 5/21 11:30AM
Lunch at Mission Barbecue
University Pkwy, Sarasota
Ride After

Friday 5/29 6:00 PM

Dinner at Der Dutchman
3713 Baha Vista Street, Sarasota



OUR PLEDGE
“AS

A BLUE KNIGHT I PLEDGE TO ACT WITH HONOR AND PRIDE TO PROMOTE
MOTORCYCLING AND MOTORCYCLE SAFETY BY BEING AN EXAMPLE OF THE SAFE USE,
OPERATION AND ENJOYMENT OF MOTORCYCLES. I WILL. WORK AT ALL TIMES TO
IMPROVE THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE LAW ENFORCEMENT MOTORCYCLING
COMMUNITY AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC.THE FRATERNAL SPIRIT WILL ALWAYS GUIDE
ME IN RELATING TO OTHER BLUE KNIGHTS”
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CHAPTER EXECUTIVE BOARD

PRESIDENT ..... PATRICK GIBBONS
VICE PRESIDENT ...... RALPH SMITH

TREASURER ............. TrRACY DUNN
SECRETARY ....... DoMENICc CECCANECCHIO
SERGEANT AT ARMS .... JAMES RYAN

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
SID JONES / PAST PRESIDENT
MIKE KLEIN
BoBBY GROTZ

OPERATIONS
JAMES KIRKPATRICK / CHAPLAIN
DOMENIC CECCANECCHIO /| WEBMASTER
BRIAN MACCONNELL / QUARTERMASTER

Jim KELLY / SAFETY OFFICER
DOMENIC CECCANECCHIO / NEWSLETTER

M eed and wnk yor gt

Send your letters, suggestions, or
any special event you would like to
share to:

Patrick Gibbons
pjeibby1969@comcast.net

OR

Dom Ceccanecchio
dcc444@comceast.net

p
In the Chapter Market

Jim Ryan — Woodworking made to order.

Tell me what you want, size, and specific wood (if requested)
and | will make it. Very reasonable prices.

941-313-1363

or jryanretired@aol.com
w < »

PRICE REDUCED

2016 Harley Davidson FLSTFBS “Fatboy” All
Black, 25645 Miles. Price - $12;000-NOW §$11,000.
Purchased from Rossiter’s HD August 15, 2022 and
has been garage kept everyday. Price includes a
brand new windshield still in the box, never opened.
Contact John Emrick at 410-991-8161 (okay to
leave a message) or mddre3077@aol.com

2014 FLHTK Harley Davidson Ultra Limited
Color- Daytona Blue Mileage- 17500
Includes headsets for rider and passenger
Price- $12,200 FIRM
John Emrick  Mddre3077@aol.com
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SEND YOUR SALE ITEMS TO ADD TO OUR MARKET



https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/#
mailto:jryanretired@aol.com
mailto:Mddre3077@aol.com

BLUE KNIGHTS FLORIDA XVIII
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING - MINUTES April 7th, 2026

7:00PM - 2"? floor Sahib Shriners, 600 N Beneva Rd, Sarasota FL

President: Patrick Gibbons - Vice President: Ralph Smith - Treasurer: Tracy Dunn - Secretary/Webmaster: Dom Ceccanecchio
Sergeant At Arms: James Ryan - Past President: Sid Jones - Director: Bob Grotz - Director: Mchael Klein
Quartermaster: Brian MacConnell - Chaplin: James Kirkpatrick - Safety Officer : Jim Kelly

BLUE KNIGHTS FLXVIII NEWSLETTER MAY 2026

Meeting Call to Order: by President Gibbons @ 7:04PM

Pledge of Allegiance: led by President Gibbons

Invocation: by Ralph Smith

Welcoming Remarks: President Gibbons introduced guests and three BK state reps who were visiting.
PRESIDENTS REPORT: PATRICK GIBBONS

PRESENTATION: President Gibbons presented welcome packet to our newest member Joe Maldonado

e STOP THE BLEED CLASS ( Rodney Stearns instructor:) We are looking to see if we have interest in doing classes. So far
about 10 members are interested. Rodney will provide particulars of what is involved. Looking into dates in may for a class.
There was a good response.

e MEDICAL KITS: Should the chapter purchase a few kits to take on rides or should we leave it up to individual members to
purchase their own kit? The Chapter is open to purchase a few kits.

e HATS: We need hats. Do you want to stick with the current standard BK hat or do you want President Gibbons to do a cus-
tom hat at our local vender? The standard hat would be cheaper ; the custom hat would be better hats but cost $10 to $20
more. The vender also does a custom leather patch, embroidered, and other styles. President Gibbons will look into custom
hats because members indicate that they would prefer custom over the standard BK hat

e THE SUNCOAST CHILDREN’S CHARITY thank you event is being held on April 21st at the Gold Coast Eagle Distributing
Company 7051 Wireless CT off of Lakewood Ranch Blvd N ( 5SPM-8PM ) YOU NEED TO RSVP BY APRIL 10TH.
Please let me know if you want to go and I will send you the link to RSVP and receive the free tickets. Complimentary food
and beverages / Adult beverages.

e APRIL 11TH IS THE BERT’S BLACK WIDOW CHROME & COURAGE RIDE ( 8:00 AM) - 9:30 AM ) Registration KSU
10:00 AM. Fully escorted ride. Register online $20 single, $35 Couple. Day of $30 single $45 couple. Includes light break-
fast, All American lunch and SWAG. This is for Veterans and First Responders. We gave a $750 donation so did FL XVI our
sister chapter for a total of $1500 in the name of the Blue Knights. This is not on the ride list due to the cost of entry!!

If we have any riders from the North going let President Gibbons know and he can set up a meeting spot.

e REMINDER: NO JUNE, JULY OR AUGUST MEETINGS. This was voted on at the March meeting. Motion by Brian Mac-
Connell, 2™ by Jim Thomas, all members voted their approval. All other chapter activities and rides will continue.

e THURSDAY APRIL 16TH President Gibbons will be heading to the FL XVI meeting to deliver shirts. 7:00 PM. Social Hour
and dinner 6:00 PM. If anyone wants to participate let President Gibbons know and we can set up a ride if you want to capture
the traveling Knight. If nobody steals him in May he will be held captive until September.

Location: Golden Coral, 4690 Colonial Blvd Ft Myers (just off RT75)
VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT: RALPH SMITH N/A
TREASURERS REPORT: TRACY DUNN

e Motion to accept March 2025 1st Brain MacConnell 2nd Jim Thomas

SECRETARY / WEBMASTER'S REPORT: DOMENIC CECCANECCHIO

e  Motion to accept March 2025 1st Brain MacConnell 2nd Jim Thomas
SAFETY OFFICER: JIM KELLY:

e Check tires and rain gear. The weather is changing and the rain is in our future.

e Be safe on wet roads use all skills and safe habits.
CHAPLIN: JAMES KIRKPATRICK /
SRC /INTERNATIONAL REPORT:

e See Newsletter for details regarding fall conference.
OLD BUSINESS: Brian MacConnell is selling bike shades for $30 each.
NEW BUSINESS:
e Thank you letter from the MS bicycle event. Patrick and Michael both attended and provided safe blocking and support for
over 600 bicyclist. They asked us to help next year
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ieceleration and Decelerat

Rodney Stearns
conbiribuiing
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ion simply means the vehicle is increasing speed.

ON means the vehicle is slowing down (braking or just reducing throttle).

g, those two ideas become extremely important.

ehicle slows down even briefly — say by 20 mph — that slowdown sends a wave
ough traffic. Two miles back, that same ripple can cause traffic to completely sto
ay be no danger or obstruction left at all. This is the “slinky effect.” We often n
ic forcefully slows and a few miles down the road it is back to normal speed. Tha
a few that start the ripple effect.

ciple applies to motorcycle groups.

eleration physics to group riding

s expressed in meters per second squared (m/s?).
monly in riding terms: 0-60 mph time.

cles average around 2.6 seconds from 0-60 mph.
eleration rate of about 10.32 m/s’.

that matters:

d motorcycle slows down for an obstacle or corner and then accelerates hard aft
ph (88 feet per second) within a few seconds, the trailing bike is still arriving at t
ithout the ability to accelerate for 15-20 seconds later.

e lead rider is already long gone while the trailing rider is still recovering from the

physics:
2r has to make up 15-20 seconds of lost distance, and only accelerates normally,
easonable distance unless they reach very high speeds.

d gap, the trailing rider may need to accelerate up to 90 mph just to catch the lea
2 mile — something we calculated in your earlier example.

ers for group leaders
s critical for the lead motorcycle to:

smoothly
oup to regroup after corners or obstacles
hing” after a slowdown

er accelerates too aggressively, the group stretches out, riders start speeding to ¢
creases for everyone.

hip means maintaining predictable, gentle acceleration so the entire group stays
stead of stretched and stressed.

ns was a crash investigator in the military and following that as a deputy in his early yea
h reconstructionist and ACTAR certified #691. He spent several years investigating fatal c
investigations, and supervising crash experts.



WS
chaptenhc

The Traveling Knight, bids farewell to Florida XVI.

He is now in the care of Florida XVIII.

As you can see, he is living the good life with FL XVIII eating and
drinking and traveling the country side looking for the best BBQ.
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“Shootout with Bobby G.” 9:00 AM , Friday, Ma
at the Knight Trail Park 3445 Rustic Rd Nokomis

WE CAN GRAB LUNCH AFTERWARDS.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED PLEASE EMAIL

THE NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING IS
7:00PM ON TUESDAY, MAY S5th, 2026
2ND FLOOR OF THE SAHIB SHRINE

600N BENEVA RD SARASOTA

COME OUT EARLY, HAVE DINNER AND CHAT WITH YOUR BROTHER KNIGHTS




"LIFE IS GOOD"

Eating... Drinking... Riding...
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DID YOU KNOW ?
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Memorial Day History

Memorial Day is dedicated to honoring and remembering the '*‘;?L*;
men and women who have sacrificed their lives in service to the P2
country. The occasion serves to recognize the bravery and dedi-
cation of these individuals in all branches of the military, from
the Army, Navy, and Marine Corps, to the Air Force and Coast -
Guard. The observance is also significant for fostering shared BT/ T/ K117/ 3»}
values of patriotism, commitment and respect for the armed | BT LBk AN HoNor B
forces among all Americans. '

The inception of Memorial Day dates back to the aftermath of
the Civil War in the late 19th century as a means to honor the K
soldiers who fell on both sides of the conflict. Originally known
as Decoration Day, the holiday gained official recognition at the g
national level in 1971. Memorial Day is an important part of
American society and culture because it provides a moment of
collective remembrance for the country’s fallen heroes. It's an
opportunity for Americans to express their gratitude for the sacrifices made for the
nation's freedom and security.

Memorial Day in the United States is marked by a variety of commemorative activi-
ties and traditions. These include visiting military cemeteries and memorials to lay
flowers and flags, participating in parades, and observing a moment of silence or lis-
tening to 'Taps', a traditional bugle call played at military funerals. Many Americans
also gather for family picnics and barbecues on this day, recognizing it as the unoffi-
cial start of the summer season. The Memorial Day National Moment of Remem-
brance, established by Congress, takes place at 3:00 pm local time. Memorial Day
falls on the last Monday of May each year, providing a long weekend for these tradi-
tions and observances to take place.

MEMORIAL DAY FACTS

e Memorial Day was originally known as Decoration Day.
« Memorial Day was officially declared a federal holiday in 1971.

o Thered poppy flower became a symbol of remembrance after the publication of the
famous war poem "In Flanders Fields" by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae.

e There have been about 1.35 million US military deaths since 1775.

o The deadliest war the U.S has participated in was the Civil War, with around 620,000
deaths.



In Acts 2:42 the Bible tells that “They devoted themselves
to the apostles” teaching, to the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread, and to prayer”

Riding with Pride is more than just a slogan, it is about being
a part of an incredible LE motorcycle club called Blue Knights.
It is what gets us out of bed for those early rides and conferences
that we would otherwise skip, and it also gives us the motivation
to keep going when we would rather call it quits. So, whether
you're swapping stories about your LE days or sharing tips to
tackle tricky motorcycle issues, the experience of our fellowship
is better—and stronger—together.

Our faith works in much the same way. Community is where
fellowship thrives, and in Acts 2, we see the early believers
gathering regularly to grow in faith and support each other.
They didn't just show up for worship; they shared meals,
prayed together, and walked through life as a team, and that
connection helped them stay strong, even when they faced
intense challenges.

Jesus also showed us the power of community. He didn't call
just one disciple—He built a group, teaching and encouraging
them together. In a group, we find encouragement and
accountability. Thats why “Together” when we “Ride with

Together, Ride With Pride

Pride” it keeps us grounded when life
feels overwhelming, offering wisdom and
strength to stay on the right path.

Riding together in faith also means |
were part of something much bigger
than ourselves. It’s not just about showing
up—its about being present for each
other, learning, growing, and spurring

each other on toward love and good [}a.n H"nlls,“[’!nridal.‘{.‘(.‘{l]
deeds. Fellowship in a community Int1LEMC Chaplain
AOG1449@gmail.com

multiplies the impact, creating bonds
that strengthen not only individuals but
the group as a whole, and when we lean
into these relationships, were reminded that we're never riding this
journey alone.

812-208-2012

“Life's challenges are not supposed to paralyze you, they're
supposed to help you discover who you are”

SICK AND DISTRESSED

PLEASE KEEP OUR SICK AND DISTRESSED MEMBERS AND THEIR FAMILIES IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS.

GERI BUSCEMI




Blue Runightse Iuternational
fatw Enforcement Alotorepcle Club, Inc.
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Host Hotel Registration
Adults $265 CAD
(Until Apr. 30, 2026)

Children $150 CAD
Adult Late $315 CAD

(After Apr. 30, 2026)

Grey Eagle Resort

3777 Grey Eagle Dr.
Tsuut’ina Nation,
Calgary, Alberta

Canada

C ONV ENTTI O N

Calgary, Alberte

2026

Blue Knights International Convention & West Coast Conference
July 19-24, 2026

Registration Includes: Welcome Package, Challenge Coin, Opening Ceremony, Live Entertainment,
Hospitality Suite, Drink Tickets, Cookout BBQ, Slow Races, Vendor Night, Guided Rides, Banquet

-----

Register Online At: https://www.blueknightscalgary.com/
Host Hotel: Grey Eagle Resort - SOLD OUT!"!!, Alt. Hotel: Hotel Blackfoot - Call: 1-403-252-2253
Additional information & offers will be added to cur website periodically, Chech back regularly!!




EXECUTIVE BoARD THE SRC REGION INCLUDES:
Randy Hoagland - Chairman Alabama Bahamas

Eddie Henderson - Vice-Chairman Florida Bermuda

: : Georgia Puerto Rico
Mike Shockley - International Rep i Virgin Islands
Sal Anicito - Secretary Mississippi
Al Fryer - Treasurer South Carolina

SRC WEBSITE— https://srcknights.org/
NEWSLETTER: https://srcknights.org/
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BLUE KNIGHTS
SOUTHERN REGIONAL [so5thcarotin v
CONFERENCE "‘afr '

2026 FALL CONFERENCE
MYRTLE BEACH SOUTH CAROLINA
October 6, 7, 8, 2026

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

RIDE WITH PRIDE ON THE GRAND STRAND
The Grand Strand is a G0-mile siretch of beautiful sandy beaches localted along the
Atlantic Dcean in Soulth Caralina, primarily in Horry and Georgelown Cownties. It is a popular
tourist destination Bnown for its attractions. golf resorts, and family-friendly activities, with
Myrtle Beach being the main city in the area.

HOST HOTEL: The Ellie Beach Resort Myrtie Beach, Tapestry by Hilton

Addrass: 3200 Sceuth Orean Bowlevarsd Myrtle Beach, South Caroling 29577
Group Room Rate: £1939 per night plus tax
Parking: Keserved and secure parking for mocorcycle. trailer and vehicles.
Hotel Rate Cutoff: Seprember 7, 2026
Link Te Book Hotel: hitps:/Swww hilton.comSensattend-my-event/blue-knights-matarcycle - 2026
Call to Book Hotel: 1-BEO0- 7741500 (Group Code 1M}
. _ ] T .
Check In/Registration: Tuesday 3;00pm o 7iddpm iﬁlu? LJIIEFHH
Guided Rides: Wednesday & Thursday with self guided options - F
k3

& SEUTHERH
- BICMAL
CDHFEHERLLE S

President's Meeting: Thursday S:00am to 5:00am

Banguet: Thursday 7.00pm ar DowbleTree Resorr Caralina Ballroom

Hospitality Room: Every Migho- (Arrending Presidents asked ro bring a minimuom of
aone (1} Boogle of ||-:|||-:'\-| af cholee to help stock the bai 1

Raffle: 30/50 Ralfle Every Mipght

Sales: Vendor and Chapter Sale Space Available. 325 a table.
Contact: 5C ¥V Fresident Jobhn Flynn 210653676500 or fuzzyvoflynnl ggmail.com.
Any difficulvies regisvering online, contact John

REGISTRATION: £ 140 per person. Incledes daily breakfase, banguet, haspitality beverages
with a hag, pacch and pin with 2026 Fall SRC lage. Pre-registration cutof July 15, 2026 ta
puarantee banguer arcendance.

LATE REGISTRATION _|.||'I T, 2026 1o Seprember 249, Ld2é i 5160 per persan. ™Mo refunds afrer
Seprember L1, 2026

INFOQ: 2026 Myrtle Beach Fall Bike Week will be Seprember 27, 2026 1o Octaober 4, 20246,

Register Online at: https://bkscv.com/2026-src
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Hilarious Biker Bar Story — The Chili Surprise @ & o
A decked-out city biker walks into a seedy tavern in the outback of Western Australia.

He sits at the bar and notices a grizzled old biker with his arms folded, staring blankly at a full
bowl of chili.

After fifteen minutes of just sitting there, the city biker finally asks the old-timer, "If you're not
gonna eat that, mind if | do?"

The old veteran of countless rides slowly turns his head toward the young man and says, "Nah,
go ahead.”

Eagerly, the city biker, dressed in shiny new leather gear, slides the bowl over, grabs a spoon,
and starts devouring the chili with delight.

He gets nearly to the bottom when he spots a dead mouse in the chili. Shocked, he
immediately vomits the chili back into the bowl.

The old biker calmly says, "Yep, that's as far as | got, too.”

"I THOUGHT | WAS A REAL BIKER"

A biker was sitting in a bar when a woman sat down next to him and asked, “Are you a real biker?”

He replied, “Well, I’'ve spent my whole life on Harleys. My mom was pregnant with me while riding on the back of my dad’s
Harley.

As a little boy, | rode on the back with my dad until | finally got my own Harley. I’ve been riding ever since, so yes, | guess I’'m a
real biker.”

The woman said, “I’m a lesbian. | spend my entire day thinking about women. From the moment | wake up, | think about
women. When | shower, | think about women. When | watch TV, | think about women. Even when | eat, | think about women.
It seems everything makes me think about women.”

The two sat quietly, sipping their drinks. A little while later, a man sat down on the other side of the biker and asked, “Are you
a real biker?”

The biker replied, “I always thought | was, but | just found out I’'m a lesbian.”
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https://www.dogdog.org/pet-boarding-service/beverly-hills-dog-sarasota
https://pavingcrew.com/
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TRANSPARENCY &
MEANS TRUST. *"=

South West Florida’s
Dealer of Choice!
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At Adrenaline Harley-Davidson,
our team offers honest pricing and genuine
service to help you find the perfect ride.

No gimmicks,
just real support for fellow riders like you.

VISIT US AS 941.951.6103 | www.adrenaline-hd.com
ADRENAL'NE H-D NOW! 330 Cattlemen Road Sarasota, FL 34232

NISSIOH BBQ ﬁ -
- * & & A A '

Gulf Sands Realty is your home for
buying and selling in Sarasota and
Manatee Counties
Contact Us

@ 7061 S Tamiami Trail, Suite #109

= Sarasota, FL 34231

D (941) 400-6237
Greg and Cynthia Brock
@ hello@gulfsandsrealty.com Broker/Owners



https://adrenaline-hd.com/
https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/#hours
https://mission-bbq.com/
https://gulfsandsrealty.com/

, - glue Knights FXVIII Marketplace
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