
MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
Greetings Fellow Knights, 

Finally some cooler dry weather has come our way. 
The license plates are changing colors Autumn is 
upon us. I look forward to seeing our snowbird 
brothers and sisters back for another winter and 
some great rides and brotherhood.  

I was out riding the other day and started to think of 
all the people that have become friends also all the 
people that I had conversations with just because of 
a motorcycle. Two wheels, wind in the face, and the 
feeling that only someone who rides can understand.  

I made lifelong friendships with people I would have 
never met if not for the love of motorcycles. I joined 
the Blue knights because of people who not only 
love motorcycles but they also come form a law en-
forcement background. It amazes me how we all 
come from all different levels of law enforcement 
from all over the world yet when ever I meet a Blue 
Knight for the first time it is like I always have known 
them. The club motto “ Friends you haven’t met yet” 
sure is spot on. 

 I have witnessed in our chapter friendships and ca-
maraderie at its finest. Brothers and sisters helping 
each other, checking up on each other, telling war 
stories over breakfast, laughing and cutting up all 
the time. All this and some great motorcycle jour-
neys exploring new roads and restaurants. The best 
dam law enforcement motorcycle club in the world.  

This October is also the start of our elections for ex-
ecutive officers. President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and Sergeant at Arms all all open. Any 
member interested in any of the positions need to 
send an email to our Secretary before the November 
4th general membership meeting with the position 
you would like to run for. You will have all November 
to campaign if more than one member is interested 
in the same position. At the December 2nd meeting 
we will vote and finalize the election and install the 
new officers.   

Now is the time to step up and make a difference. Try 
it you might like it. If anyone has any questions on 
any of the positions or election process please feel 
free to contact me.  

 

BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNERS 
WILL TAKE PLACE RAIN OR SHINE  
RIDES ARE SUBJECT TO MOTHER 

 NATURE ’S APPROVAL 

Tuesday 10/7 
5:30 PM  

Dinner at the Shrine 
Hot Sands Tiki Bar 

 600 N Beneva RD, Sarasota 
   

Tuesday 10/7  
7:00 PM  

Monthly Chapter Meeting 
 2nd floor of the Shrine 

 600 N Beneva RD, Sarasota 

Patrick Gibbons 
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Saturday 10/11  
 10:30 AM  

  Lunch ride to Pop’s Sunset Grill 112 Cir-
cuit Rd Nokomis 34275…… Meet up at the 

Dunkin Donuts,  
5641 Clark Road at 10:30 Am.  

 
Thursday 10/19 

9:00 AM  

  Breakfast at Bob Evens 
 5903 Brookhill Blvd / Fruitville Rd.  

Ride after?? 
 

Saturday 10/25  
10:00 AM 

 Cape Coral’s Octoberfest Chapter Ride  
10:00 AM Meet up at the Speedway gas sta-
tion 8604 SR70E Bradenton.  VP Jim Thom-
as will be leading this ride KSU 10:20 AM…  
Second meet up spot 10:45 AM WaWa 2970 
Executive Dr/ Jacaranda Blvd  Venice 
34292. 
1 hr 20 min ride from the Speedway. 78 
miles one way..  
Bring cash. ATM’s are available at the 
sight. This is a huge festival. $10.00 at the 
gate to enter.  To eat and drink you will 
need to purchase tickets available in each 
food and drink area.  
Come by Car if you like all are welcome.  

Fri, Oct 31st 



 Chapter Executive Board 

President ….. Patrick Gibbons 

Vice President …… James Thomas 

Treasurer …………. John Emrick 

Secretary ……. Domenic Ceccanecchio 

Sergeant at Arms  ….  James Ryan   

 

Board of Directors 

Sid Jones / Past President 

Tracy Dunn 

Bobby Grotz 

 

Operations 

James Kirkpatrick / Chaplain 

Domenic Ceccanecchio / Webmaster 

Brian MacConnell / Quartermaster 

Jim Kelly / Safety Officer 

Domenic Ceccanecchio / Newsletter 
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pjgibby1969@comcast.net

alexandjay1988@gmail.com 

dcc444@comcast.net

 In the Chapter Market                   
Jim Ryan — Woodworking made to order.  
Tell me what you want, size, and specific wood (if requested) 
and I will make it.   Very reasonable prices.  
941-313-1363  or   jryanretired@aol.com   

            

2014 FLHTK Harley Davidson Ultra Limited  
Color- Daytona Blue            Mileage- 17500 
Includes headsets for rider and passenger  

Price- $12,200 FIRM 
John Emrick       Mddre3077@aol.com 

Michael Klein is selling a DeWalt Drill 
Driver 12V 3/8”.  
Cost new $100 asking $50.  
Comes with two batteries, a charger 
and carrying bag.   
Michael Klein  941-809-9986 
msk0217@gmail.com 

 

PRICE REDUCED  
2016 Harley Davidson FLSTFBS “Fatboy” All 
Black, 25645 Miles. Price - $12,000. NOW $11,000. 
Purchased from Rossiter’s HD August 15, 2022 and 
has been garage kept everyday.  Price includes a 
brand new windshield still in the box, never opened. 
Contact John Emrick at 410-991-8161 (okay to 
leave a message) or mddre3077@aol.com 

https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/#
mailto:jryanretired@aol.com
mailto:Mddre3077@aol.com
mailto:msk0217@gmail.com
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BLUE KNIGHTS FLORIDA XVIII  
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING -MINUTES    September 2nd, 2024 
7 : 00 PM -  2 n d  f l o o r  S a hib  S hr i ne r s ,  6 0 0  N  B e ne v a  Rd ,  S a r a s o ta  FL    

President:  Patrick Gibbons  - Vice President:  James Thomas  -  Treasurer:  John Emrick  -   Secretary/Webmaster:  Dom Ceccanecchio 

Sergeant At Arms:  James Ryan   -  Past President:  Sid Jones  -  Director: Bob Grotz - Director:  Tracy Dunn    
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Meeting Call to Order:  by President Gibbons @ 7:02PM 
                              In attendance:      Executive officers: 3     Officers: 2   Members: 18   Guests:2     

Pledge of Allegiance:  led by President Gibbons    
Invocation:  by President Gibbons    
Welcoming Remarks:  by President Gibbons.     

PRESIDENTS REPORT:  PATRICK GIBBONS  
• The Spring SRC 2025 will be held in Ocala.  Details in the chapter newsletter.  Email was sent by President Gibbons.  

SRC 2026 Spring Conference 
Hosted by: Blue Knights Florida III 
Dates: April 12 - 15, 2026 (Sunday - Wednesday) 
Location: Holiday Inn Conference Center 
Address: 3600 SW 38th Ave, Ocala, FL 

• The members voted to forgo chapter meetings each month during the summer months in favor of deciding when to hold 
meetings on a month-to-month basis. 

• The 9/11 memorial ride will not occur this year due to organizational issues in the 9/11 committee.  The scheduled 9/11 ride 
from Mission Barbecue will take place as an alternative. 

• Chapter Elections:  the nomination process will begin in October. 
VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT:  JIM THOMAS 

• Need to keep up recruiting efforts. 
TREASURERS REPORT:  JOHN EMRICK    

• General financial position presented: Specific financial numbers are available by request to our Treasurer. 
SECRETARY / WEBMASTER'S REPORT: DOMENIC CECCANECCHIO  

• Call for material (articles, stories, jokes, things for sale, etc.) for the newsletter. 
SAFETY OFFICER: JIM KELLY/ N/A 

• Check your helmets for age, defects etc. Helmets should be replaced per manufacturer and FDOT recommendations. 
CHAPLIN:   JAMES KIRKPATRICK: N/A   

SRC / INTERNATIONAL REPORT: 

• See Newsletter for details. 
NEW BUSINESS:   

• Michael Klein has setup a group text for ride information/notifications.  Send Michael a text if you are interested in being 
included to the group. 

• Jim Ryan is working with UTC on a November 25th Cornhole Tournament 
SICK AND DISTRESSED:   
          Please keep our sick and distressed members and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 
 Geri Buscemi        Melinda Parker 

50-50 DRAWING:         Amount:  $50       Winner:   $25  

 MOTION TO ADJOURN: Time:   7:45PM, Motion: Bob G.   2nd: Dom C., all approved    

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING:  TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7TH 

Submitted By:   Domenic Ceccanecchio, Secretary BK XVIII 
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The Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act (LEOSA), often referred to as 
HR 218, allows qualified Law Enforcement officers (LEOs) and qualified 
retired LEOs (RLEOs) to concealed carry in any jurisdiction in the United 
States, regardless of state or local laws, with some exceptions.  

 

“Shootout with Bobby G.” 
 9:00 AM , Friday October 10th 

Knight Trail Park 3445 Rustic Rd., Nokomis 34275. 

We can grab lunch afterwards.  If you are interested 
please email bgrotz2@yahoo.com andplease copy 
President Gibbons at PJGIBBY1969@comcast.net    
    

 
Sarasota County residents go to: 

www.sarasotasheriff.org/programs_and_amp_services/hr_218_qualification/index.php.   
This qualification is limited to Sarasota County residents only and takes place at their range 

located at Knight Trail Park, 3445 Rustic Road, in Nokomis.   
There is a nominal fee to participate in the HR218 shoot. It ispaid at the time of registration.  

 
 

Manatee County residents go to: 
 www.manateesheriff.com/services/hr_218_qualification.php 
or call the Training Section at 941-747-3011 Extension 2707. 
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While we rarely question physical injuries or even a diagnosis on medical aliments, the disabling effects of 
former job-related trauma or something recently experienced are not readily visible. Having a traumatic 
reaction, or the fear of even acknowledging a traumatic reaction, is somehow seen as weakness.  We need 
to accept that a reaction may occur and seek the necessary help when it does.   It is not uncommon for for-
mer protective service personnel to have sleep disorders.  Typically, most people are at a loss for words af-
ter something a person they know is experiencing in reference to trauma.  We tend to say the wrong things 
or become too intrusive in our comments.   Unfortunately, the person subjected to such trauma may avoid 
talking about it simply for fear that others will become annoyed, so they abstain from revealing their true 
pain.  Routinely, those affected may lean on someone too much while repeatedly expressing their pain or 
the side effects of misery.  This generally can force a person from wanting to talk with them at all. 

Post-Traumatic Stress 

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) is defined by the diagnostic and statistical Manual of Mantal Dis-
orders as the development of specific characteristics after being exposed to a traumatic stressor.  It is not 
designed to be a self-diagnosis used as an excuse for poor behavior.  It was often referred to as ‘shell 
shock” in the world wars and the mechanisms for treatment were less sensitive than today.  PTSD occurs 
from direct exposure to an event that involves actually or threatened death or serious injury, or witnessing 
such an egregious event with another.  Symptoms develop due to an inability to adapt to the event and the 
event, regardless of the type of severity, overwhelms an individual’s ability to cope.  Without proper pre-
ventative measures and post incident intervention or support, the risks of worsening increase exponential-
ly.  Following traumatic incidents there are likely noticeable issues such as the inability to sleep, triggers 
that induce anger, disturbing memories that create anxiety, inability to concentrate, and emotional numb-
ing.  Without proper support, those affected will often turn to maladaptive coping mechanisms such as al-
cohol, drugs, or disengage from reality. 

Positive Preventative Steps  

Essentially, we should be caring for each other as a group especially with our consistent titled term of fam-
ily as a motto.   If we know that someone was exposed to a critical incident or currently is diagnosed with 
PTSD exposure to a critical incident, we need to develop a system to check on them.  Most of the time we 
think we know what PTSD consists of because we read the definition.  Trust me, there is more to this than 
just what you read.  

Maybe we need to be more proactive and implement preventative techniques to minimize the potential for 
long-term stress disorders and develop procedures within Blue Knights internationally that are consistent. 

Periodic articles or training will allow for more accurate assessments to understand the signs displayed or 
to understand proper vocabulary and proper words of comfort. To avoid trigger phrases or making incor-
rect evaluations.  One of the biggest issues for those finding a support person is that the person they choose 
often believes they have been ordained to give advice.  Sometimes the advice given is not from someone 
with an educational understanding but just from their perspective and may worsen the situation.   It is 
perfectly acceptable that when someone talks to you about trauma, they are just looking for a way to vent 
and your advice is unnecessary.  

External scars are still more accepted than those deep within. 

This is a mere excerpt from an article I wrote for an international law enforcement magazine in December 2012. 

 My dissertation for my master’s degree was on PTSD.    

SOLUTIONS TO STRESS FROM TRAUMATIC INCIDENTS 

 By RODNEY STEARNS 
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Chapter Christmas Party 

 

Good Afternoon Knights, 

President Gibbons has been working  with the Hotel Venezia  in Venice to get a room rate 
for our Christmas party on 12/20/25. We have a block of rooms @ $129.00 a night. This is 
good for Friday, Saturday and Sunday. The number is listed below. Please make sure to tell 
them this is for the Blue Knights Christmas Party. 

 

 

 

 

 
SICK AND DISTRESSED 

 
Please keep our sick and distressed members and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 

                                         Geri Buscemi          Rick Deal        Melinda Parker  
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Ride With Pride 
Jenn Mac Connell 
Jmacconnell@live.com 
(941)270-0570 

 Ride with Pride 

Biketoberfest is an annual, four-day motorcy-

cle rally held in Daytona Beach, Florida, from 

October 16-19, 2025. The event draws hun-

dreds of thousands of motorcycle enthusiasts 

to the city, featuring motorcycle-related 

events, live music, scenic rides, vendors, and 

a vibrant nightlife scene. It is often described 

as the "little brother" to the larger Daytona 

Beach Bike Week event in the spring  

mailto:Jmacconnell@live.com
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EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Mike Shockley - Chairman 
Randy Hoagland - Vice-Chairman 
Bob Awtrey - International Rep 
Justin Hartley - Secretary 
Al Fryer - Treasurer 

The SRC region includes: 

Alabama            Bahamas 
Florida               Bermuda 
Georgia             Puerto Rico 
Louisiana          Virgin Islands 
Mississippi 
South Carolina 

NEWSLETTER:  https://srcknights.org/

SRC WEBSITE— https://srcknights.org/ 



O C T O B E R  2 0 2 5  

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Mike Shockley - Chairman 
Randy Hoagland - Vice-Chairman 
Bob Awtrey - International Rep 
Justin Hartley - Secretary 
Al Fryer - Treasurer 

The SRC region includes: 

Alabama            Bahamas 
Florida               Bermuda 
Georgia             Puerto Rico 
Louisiana          Virgin Islands 
Mississippi 
South Carolina 

NEWSLETTER:  https://srcknights.org/

SRC WEBSITE— https://srcknights.org/ 

Greetings: 
 
I am happy to officially announce that the 2026 SRC Spring Conference will be hosted by Blue Knights Florida III 
in Ocala, Florida. 
As you may know, there were no bids for a conference at the last business meeting.  
The SRC Board worked with several Chapters after the fact to procure a meeting venue. 
The outcome is that Florida III will host the Spring Conference in Ocala. 

From the Host Chapter, below are some basic details and an initial Flyer for the conference. 

Registration is not open yet, but you can make room reservations. 
 
SRC 2026 Spring Conference 
Hosted by: Blue Knights Florida III 
Dates: April 12 - 15, 2026 (Sunday - Wednesday) 
Location: Holiday Inn Conference Center 
Address: 3600 SW 38th Ave, Ocala, FL 

Registration: $130 per person. 

Reservation Information & Booking Links: 

Host Hotel: 

Holiday Inn & Suites Ocala Conference Center 

352-629-9500 

https://www.ihg.com/redirect?path=rates&brandCode=HI... 

Overflow Hotel: 

Holiday Inn Express & Suites 

352-390-6999 

https://www.ihg.com/redirect?path=rates&brandCode=EX... 

All Standard Rooms are $144 plus tax. 
All Suites will be $169 plus tax. 

 

There is also a Campground about 250 yards from the host hotel called Ocala RV Camp Resort.  

 

The location is 45 minutes from the Gulf Coast and 90 minutes from the Atlantic Coast.  

More information and registration details will be coming soon. 

Question specific to the event should be directed to Florida III President, Joe Nazario -
 joenazario1959@gmail.com 

Notice: You are one of many recipients of this group email because you are listed as a current SRC President, 
SRC State Rep, or Executive Board Member. 

_________________________ 

Ride with Pride! 

Brotherhood before Politics! 

 
Mike Shockley 
Blue Knights International 

SRC Chairman 
706-338-1742 
msshockley@gmail.com 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ihg.com%2Fredirect%3Fpath%3Drates%26brandCode%3DHI%26localeCode%3Den%26regionCode%3D1%26hotelCode%3Docflo%26checkInDate%3D12%26checkInMonthYear%3D032026%26checkOutDate%3D15%26checkOutMonthYear%3D032026%26_PMID%
https://www.ihg.com/redirect?path=rates&brandCode=EX&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=OCFOA&checkInDate=12&checkInMonthYear=032026&checkOutDate=15&checkOutMonthYear=032026&_PMID=99801505&GPC=BKS&cn=no&adjustMonth=false&showApp=true&monthIndex=00&fbclid=Iw
mailto:joenazario1959@gmail.com
mailto:msshockley@gmail.com
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Harley Davidson for sale, mint condition, not a single scratch on it, used as my 
weekend bike. Very low mileage and I am very flexible on the price... I originally 
bought this without consulting my wife. 

Apparently “Do whatever the fuck you want” doesn’t mean what I thought it did. 
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Beverly Hills Dog 
Premier Doggy Daycare 

    For tiny, small and medium sized dogs                      
2030 Bispham Road Sarasota 34231 

              941-822-0888 

Concierge overnight care available 

https://www.dogdog.org/pet-boarding-service/beverly-hills-dog-sarasota 

https://www.dogdog.org/pet-boarding-service/beverly-hills-dog-sarasota
https://pavingcrew.com/
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https://adrenaline-hd.com/


Hours: 11am - 9pm 
5231 University Pkwy , Sarasota 
(941) 841-9279  

WEBSITE:  https://mission-bbq.com  
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https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/#hours
https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/map/
tel:(941)%20841-9279
https://mission-bbq.com/
https://gulfsandsrealty.com/

