
Greetings Blue Knights Family, 

July is upon us and the Blue Knights will be cele-
brating 50 years of ñ Riding With Pride!ò Thinking 
back to 1974 I can remember listing to WFIL AM 
Radio Philadelphia on my brothers transistor ra-
dio while I was riding my Big Wheel. Not much has 
changed I now listen to satellite radio on my Big 
Bike.  

Our Founding Fathers Joel Rudom, Bill Robinson, 
Doug Miner, Ed, Gallant, Mike Hall, Chuck Gesner, 
Wayne Labree, and Chuck Shuman  all had a vi-
sion back in 1974. A vision that would become a 
huge success that circles the earth. Just a few 
guys who liked to ride motorcycles in the compa-
ny of likeminded people!  

Guys who wanted to include their families and en-
joy the love of riding the wind together. Friends 
and family. The good guys not the wild bunch!  

Thinking of how huge the Blue Knights Interna-
tional has grown in the last fifty years  and sadly 
the declining numbers of membership in the past 
few years one thinks how do we stop the decline 
and increase membership? How do we keep it go-
ing? It seams that in this day and age people 
would rather stay home on the internet and not 
get involved in social clubs. This problem is not 
inherent to the Blue Knights it plagues many so-
cial clubs. We are all ambassadors and recruiters  
for the Blue Knights. We are entrusted with keep-
ing this organization moving forward  and hope-
fully growing for the next fifty years. I think if we 
listen to the founding fathers message and recent-
ly the words of Founding Father Chuck Shuman 
we will be alright. Donôt loose that vision with poli-
tics and egos get back to our roots of friends and 
family.  

Don that vest and patch with pride, keep up the 
good work with local charities, set an example for 
other LE/MCôs make them want to become a Blue 
Knight not some Sons of Anarchy knock off. Be 
the good guys the Founding Fathers envisioned. 
Keep it simple, friends and family and friends you 
havenôt met yet. Brother and Sisterhood doing 
good things together having fun with likeminded 
people.  

God bless the Blue Knights and all who have 
made this the best LEMC in the world. ñWe are the 
Good Guys.ò 
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Sunday 7/7 9:00AM  
Breakfast at Skillets 

8636 S Tamiami Trail Sarasota.   
Lets take a ride after.  

 
 
 

Thursday 7/18 11:30 AM  
Lunch at Mission BBQ  

5231 University Pkwy Sarasota  
 

 
 

Friday 7/26 6:00 PM  
Dinner Fuzzyôs Taco Shop 

 2515 University Pkwy Sarasota 
 
 
 

 
Looking for pop up ride ideas for July.  

Bike nights, morning rides, evening ice cream runs.  
Let President Gibbons know if you have any sugges-

tions or want to post something.  

!ǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎǘŀȅ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ 
άwƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ tǊƛŘŜέ 

Patrick Gibbons 
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#ŋńœŗňŕ %śňņŘŗŌřň "ŒńŕŇ 

0ŕňŖŌŇňőŗ ȣȢȢ 0ńŗŕŌņŎ 'ŌŅŅŒőŖ 

6Ōņň 0ŕňŖŌŇňőŗ ȣȣ *ńŐňŖ 4ŋŒŐńŖ 

4ŕňńŖŘŕňŕ ȣȣȣȣȢ *Œŋő %ŐŕŌņŎ 

3ňņŕňŗńŕŜ ȣȣȢ$ŒŐňőŌņ #ňņņńőňņņŋŌŒ 

3ňŕŊňńőŗ ńŗ !ŕŐŖ  ȣȢ  *ńŐňŖ 2Ŝńő   

 

"ŒńŕŇ Œŉ $ŌŕňņŗŒŕŖ 

3ŌŇ *ŒőňŖ Ⱦ 0ńŖŗ 0ŕňŖŌŇňőŗ 

4ŕńņŜ $Řőő 

#ŋŕŌŖŗŒœŋňŕ 3ņńŕŇŌőŒ 

 

/œňŕńŗŌŒőŖ 

*ńŐňŖ +ŌŕŎœńŗŕŌņŎ Ⱦ #ŋńœŏńŌő 

$ŒŐňőŌņ #ňņņńőňņņŋŌŒ Ⱦ 7ňŅŐńŖŗňŕ 

"ŕŌńő -ńņ#Œőőňŏŏ Ⱦ 1ŘńŕŗňŕŐńŖŗňŕ 

6ńņńőŗ Ⱦ 3ńŉňŗŜ /ŉŉŌņňŕ 

$ŒŐňőŌņ #ňņņńőňņņŋŌŒ Ⱦ .ňŚŖŏňŗŗňŕ 

J U L Y  2 0 2 4  

1969@ .

1988@ . 

 

444@ .

 

 

 

 

 

https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/#
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aŜŜǝƴƎ /ŀƭƭ ǘƻ hǊŘŜǊΥ  ōȅ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Dƛōōƻƴǎ Ϫ тΥлр ta  

                              Lƴ ŀǧŜƴŘŀƴŎŜΥ      9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ ƻŶŎŜǊǎΥ п      hŶŎŜǊǎΥ л       aŜƳōŜǊǎΥ т       DǳŜǎǘǎΥ о    
Pledge of Allegiance:  led by President Gibbons    
Invocation:  by Jim Ryan   
Welcoming Remarks:  by President Gibbons. 
          
PRESIDENTS REPORT:  PATRICK GIBBONS  
¶ On May 30th we received an award from the Sun Coast Childrenôs Charities. We raised almost $7000 for the charity. 
¶ Moving forward all meeting minutes will be delivered for your review in the monthly newsletter  
¶ All of the specific financial numbers will be available by request to our Treasurer. 
¶ There was a motion to skip the July 2nd meeting because of holiday and summer travelers.  Motion by Jim Ryan, 2nd by Brian 
MacConnell, Unanimous approval. 

¶ Thursday June 6th FL XVI will hold funeral services for brother Larry Larson 

  VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT:  JAMES THOMAS 
Membership Update:   Recruitment flyers are being developed specific to our chapter. 

TREASURERS REPORT:  JOHN EMRICK    
¶ Motion to accept May report:   Motion: Brian MacConnell, 2nd:  Michael Klein, Unanimous approval                                  

¶ Financial Position:   We are looking into interest producing financial instruments to park our funds. 

SECRETARY / WEBMASTER'S REPORT: DOMENIC CECCANECCHIO  
¶ Motion to accept May minutes:   Motion: Jim Thomas,  2nd Brian MacConnell,  unanimous approval 
¶ May Minutes have been posted on our website in the MEMBERS section.  
¶ June Newsletter has been posted on our website. 
¶ Photo gallery has been updated with T&T ride photos. 

SAFETY OFFICER: N/A    

CHAPLIN:   JAMES KIRKPATRICK:  N/A 

SRC / INTERNATIONAL REPORT: 
See Newsletter for details. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  N/A 

NEW BUSINESS :  On Sept. 14th, Rory MacConnellôs name will be added to the 911 Memorial. 
SICK AND DISTRESSED:   
          0ŏňńŖň Ŏňňœ ŒŘŕ ŖŌņŎ ńőŇ ŇŌŖŗŕňŖŖňŇ ŐňŐŅňŕŖ ńőŇ ŗŋňŌŕ ŉńŐŌŏŌňŖ Ōő ŜŒŘŕ ŗŋŒŘŊŋŗŖ ńőŇ œŕńŜňŕŖȢ 

Jeffrey Longwell      

50-50 DRAWING:         Amount:  $50        Winner:  Lauro Perez - $25   

 MOTION TO ADJOURN: Time:  8:05PM, Motion: Jim Ryan, 2nd: Dom C, Unanimous Approval    

 

THE JULY MEETING HAS BEEN CANCELLED 

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING:  TUESDAY, August 6th, 2024 

Submitted By:   Domenic Ceccanecchio, Secretary BK XVIII 



J U L Y  2 0 2 4  



J U L Y  2 0 2 4  

 

Hello Brothers and Sisters, 

Brothers that ride together share, or should share a common bond. They love bikes 
and the road. They have each others backs and love to jab at each other.  They are 
brothers outside of blood. They know that they can trust the brother next to them. 
They know that a true brother would never speak ill of them in any way less they be 
willing to speak those concerns to them one on one.  

Time and miles develop this bond. Itôs an unbreakable bond. They are seen breaking 
each others backs when in a group because they know that itôs in fun and not person-
al, but never think others can take that same vantage from outside the circle. Broth-
erhood is the fabric of an organization such as the one we are in. Itôs the camaraderie 
that we all seek. To be part of something larger than ourselves.  Always inviting oth-
ers to become part of it and enjoying getting to know new people and more riders. 
There is no greater experience other than children and marriage that we share with 
other human beings, than  the bond of brotherhood. It brings a sense of family out-
side your own, and it gives you people with like interest to hang out with. As vice 
president, as my job to push the button of recruitment. So if you do know anybody 
who used to be in law-enforcement capacity that qualifies for the Blue Knights, then 
please talk to them and share with them what itôs really about. As stated in the meet-
ing, we do not get together for July but that doesnôt stop people from being on their 
bikes so if you are inclined to go for a ride and want somebody to ride with you, 
please shoot a note to Patrick and he will put it out to everybody. If a ride is going 
out with people that means you can be on bikes, and if you have no choice, but to be 
in a cage, then you can follow along as well. Not a lot to put out this month. I wish 
everybody a wonderful month and I will see you again in August unless I see you be-
hind the handlebars. 

Donôt live every day is if it were your last, live it as if it were your first.  
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