
MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
Greetings fellow Knights, 

As we head into September I can’t help 
but think back to that tragic September 
day 22 years ago. We all were impact-
ed, some more than others. Some still 
are suffering and paying the price with 
health related issues. Everything 
changed on 9/11/2001 we all have a 
story of how the day started for us and 
how we learned of all the tragic events 
of the day. We also pledged to never 
forget. 

 FL XVIII helps with  the annual Mana-
sota 9/11 Remembrance Ride every 
year. This will be the 17th year for this 
ride. The Ride is always on the actual 
date of 9/11. One of the founders of 
this ride  is our very own Blue Knight  
FL XVIII Rory MacConnell.  

The purpose of this ride was to make 
sure that we keep our promise to never 
forget. We remind our community eve-
ry year with a full ceremony. Honor 
guards, Bagpipes, 21 gun salutes, ring-
ing of the bell, A fire truck, prayers, 
and many tears. We also ride through 
our community with many motorcy-
cles, waving flags and raising aware-
ness of what the date 9/11 means to us 
and all that are still affected with 9/11 
illnesses.  

I’m honestly honored to be a part of 
this event each year, I’m so proud of 
FL XVIII  for keeping this tradition go-
ing. So if you are in the area and would 
like to participate come on out I prom-
ise you won’t be disappointed. We fin-
ish the ride at a local Tiki bar with a live 
band and a fun evening for all.  

 

 
  

BREAKFAST, LUNCH AND DINNERS WILL TAKE 
PLACE RAIN OR SHINE  RIDES ARE SUBJECT TO  

MOTHER NATURE’S APPROVAL  

  

Tuesday 9/5 
 5:30PM  Dinner at the Hot Sands Tiki Bar 

600 N Beneva road   
 

7:00PM  Monthly Chapter Meeting 
2nd floor Sahib Shrine, 600 N Beneva Road   

 

Saturday 9/9  
9:00 AM Pre 9/11 ride walk through.  Meet at the FOP 
3600 Circus Blvd.  We will ride to Adrenaline HD first 

do a mock lineup and ride the remembrance ride 
route finishing at the Hot Sands Tiki Bar, 600 N Beneva 

Road where we will have lunch after the ride.   
 

 

 

This year's ride will take place 
on Monday, September 11th 
(rain or shine).  We will start 
at Adrenaline Harley Da-
vidson 330 Cattlemen Rd, Sar-
asota, FL 34232  
Start time is 300PM with KSU 
at 3:30PM.   
No cost to riders.   
The ride will end at the Hot 
Sands Tiki Bar,  600 N Beneva 
Rd, Sarasota, FL 34232  

 
 

Thursday 9/21 
11:00 AM Lunch at Mission BBQ  

5231 University Pkwy SRQ 
 

Ride with Pride 

Patrick Gibbons 
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Chapter Executive Board 

President ….. Patrick Gibbons 

Vice President …… James Thomas 

Treasurer …………. John Emrick 

Secretary …….Domenic Ceccanecchio 

Sergeant at Arms  ….  James Ryan   

 

Board of Directors 

Tracy Dunn 

Christopher Scardino 

Rory MacConnell / Past President 

 

Operations 

James Kirkpatrick / Chaplain 

Domenic Ceccanecchio / Webmaster 

Timothy Van Schultz / Quartermaster 

Vacant / Safety Officer 

Domenic Ceccanecchio / Newsletter 
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pjgibby1969@comcast.net

alexandjay1988@gmail.com 

dcc444@comcast.net

 In the Chapter Market                   
 

Woodworking made to order. Tell me what you want, size, and spe-
cific wood (if requested) and I will make it.  
Very reasonable prices.  
Jim Ryan - 941-313-1363     jryanretired@aol.com  BK Florida XVIII 

            
 
FOR SALE (Free for FLXVIII Chapter Members):  SunHeater Solar 
Pool Heating System. Two 2’x10’ solar panels, diverter valve, in-
structions and complete mounting kit to mount panels on roof, 
ground or fence. Works on either above ground or inground pools. 2 
years old. Sells for $400+ new for just the panels, asking $150 or B/O 
for everything. Call Don 585-739-3465. Leave message for call back 
or email: dapnyiv@yahoo.com 

  

 

He’s back and all fired up! 
Bobby Grotz is once again hosting his shooting spec-
tacular at the Knights Trail Park Range, 3445 Rustic 

Rd, Nokomis, FL 34275 on Friday, September 8th at 
9AM.   Come out and practice your shooting skills.  If 

you are interested please email Bob at 
bgroz2@yahoo.com  and please copy President Gib-

bons at PJGIBBY1969@comcast.net  

  

https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/#
mailto:jryanretired@aol.com
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 Virgo (August 23 - September 22) 

Virgo is historically represented by the goddess of 
wheat and agriculture, an association that speaks to 
Virgo’s deep-rooted presence in the material world. 
Virgos are logical, practical, and systematic in their 
approach to life. A perfectionist at heart and isn’t 
afraid to improve skills through diligent and con-
sistent practice. 

Scorpio (July 23 – August 22)  
Scorpios are known for their passionate and assertive 
nature with a level of determination and focus that is 
often unmatched by the other zodiac signs. They are 
known to delve deeply into research to uncover the 
truth behind anything they consider to be important. 
Scorpios are great leaders and guides who are re-
sourceful, dedicated and fearless when faced with 
challenges. 

The vision for the Queen Bees is a social one 
within the Blue Knights FL XVIII.  Our goal is to 
incorporate an atmosphere of  friendship among 
the women in the chapter.  We will have meetups 
at different restaurants where we can eat, drink, 
laugh, and support one another.  It will also give 
us an opportunity to plan different events and 
get togethers for the entire club.          

It was heartwarming to see us all support each 
other during the SRC and we would love to see that continue.  And 
as always we will continue to be Florida XVIII biggest supporters. 

For more information contact Lydia Grotz at hilyd@yahoo.com. 



 

SICK AND DISTRESSED 
Please keep our sick and distressed members and their families in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

                      Rory MacConnell            CeCe MacConnell        Geri Buscemi 

                                  Jeffrey Longwell    Paul Fieber           Robin Gruters        Baby Luke 

 The Old Testament’s Word to Police: You Answer to God’s Higher Court 
 Taken from a Christian Today Article written by: MICHAEL LEFEBVRE|AUGUST 27, 2020 

 
God gave Israel his laws to teach them how to flourish as a community of love (Mark 12:28–
34). Biblical laws are framed in the terms of an ancient society. They are not composed for 
direct implementation in this New Testament age. But we can still learn from their wisdom. 
That includes their wisdom on policing. 

Strictly speaking, there was no police force in biblical Israel; but there were systems for 
community policing. Two institutions are particularly noteworthy. First, emergencies were 
handled with the hue and cry. Second, non-emergency crises were handled by a kinsman 
redeemer. 

The phrase hue and cry refer to a practice observed in many ancient societies, including Israel. Under this custom, 
a witness or victim of crime was expected to cry out, and all within earshot were obligated to assist. The entire 
community was a “police force reserve,” activated by the alarm. 

One example is found in Deuteronomy’s law concerning rape (Deut. 22:23–27). Under this law, a victim was ex-
pected, if at all possible, to raise an alarm. Those who heard would rush to help. Without any professional police 
to call upon, the community itself enforced the law. The passage also addresses an acknowledged weakness of this 
custom: A victim might be accosted where no one could hear the cry. Despite this gap (the solution to which will be 
noted later), the hue and cry was Israel’s method for confronting crime as it was happening. 

This practice might seem quaint and unsophisticated by modern standards. But it is also refreshingly authentic. 
The Law’s use of the hue and cry teaches us that public security is the duty of all members of the community. We 
might hire professionals to police for us. (And with the heightened dangers of modern weapons and technology, 
having trained police at some level seems very desirable!) But fundamentally, the responsibility to keep the peace 
lies with the whole community. 

In fact, the professionalization of policing is a relatively recent innovation. The hue and cry remained the norm in 
most societies into Medieval years and until the modern age. London’s Metropolitan Police Act of 1829 is general-
ly regarded as the birth of the modern police force. 

In many respects, professionalized policing has been vital to the growth of cities since the Industrial Revolution. 
But policing systems have changed many times in different societies. We ought to stand ready to critique, over-

haul, or even replace our own system as needed. The Old Testament hue and cry reminds us that we are all our 

“brother’s keeper[s]” (Gen. 4:9). 
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Chaplain Jimmy Kirkpatrick 
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Meeting Call to Order:  by President Gibbons @ 7:05PM   

                              In attendance:      Executive officers:  4     Officers: 6     Members: 18     Guests:  4 

Pledge of Allegiance:  by President Gibbons   

Invocation:  by Chaplain Jimmy Kirkpatrick 

Welcoming Remarks:  by President Gibbons        

PRESIDENTS REPORT:  PATRICK GIBBONS  

• Chapter BBQ on 8/12. If you haven’t sent your RSVP President Gibbons need it ASAP.  Also, if you have any guest (Grand Kids, 
family, Friends) please give me a head count.  

• Manasota 9/11 Memorial Ride. This year's ride will take place on Monday, September 11th (rain or shine).  We will start at Adren-
aline Harley Davidson 330 Cattlemen Rd, Sarasota, FL 34232.  Start time is 300PM with KSU at 3:30PM.  No cost to riders.  The 
ride will end at the Hot Sands Tiki Bar,  600 N Beneva Rd, Sarasota, FL 34232. We need All hands on deck. If you can come 
please let President Gibbons know.  

• President Gibbons introduced and thanked new board member Tracy Dunn.  
• FOP Hall will be closing impacting our meeting site and storage of chapter items. The city of Sarasota is taking over the building 

and the FOP must vacate by November 30th.  We will now meet at the Shaib Shrine, 600 N Beneva Rd, Sarasota, FL 34232 in the 
2nd floor conference room.  The chapters trailer will be used for storage. 

VICE PRESIDENTS REPORT:  JAMES THOMAS 
• Memberships We stand at 51 members and two new applicants are in the pipeline.  
• Received a request from Dante’s Den Animal Rescue for our support. The request has been taken under advisement.  
• The VP represented the chapter at the International Convention in PA and reports that the convention was good and informative. 

TREASURERS REPORT:  JOHN EMRICK   N/A 
 Motion to accept June Treasurers Report:  Motion: Brian MacConnell   2nd:  Jim Thomas, Unanimous Approval                           

SECRETARY / WEBMASTER'S REPORT: DOMENIC CECCANECCHIO 

• Motion to accept June Minutes:    Motion: Tim VanSchultz 2nd: Jim Thomas, Unanimous Approval                             
• REMINDER:  Visit our website BLUEKNIGHTSFLXVIII.COM password is password 1234680. 
• The August newsletter has been posted on the website   
•  Email me (Domenic) OR Patrick Gibbons your letters, feedback, items for sale, special events etc. for inclusion in the Newsletter 

(all content will be vetted to meet BLUE KNIGHT Standards).  The drop-dead date for submissions is the 21st of each month. 
• We can generate revenue for the Chapter with minimal work by simply selling sponsorships.  Contact anyone on the Executive 

Board if you find a potential sponsor.            
SAFETY OFFICER:   We are still looking for someone to serve as Safety Officer. 

 Secretary Dom C. posted 25 safety tips in the August newsletter 
NEW BUSINESS:   

• The “Let’s Shoot with Bobby G” will take place on Friday September 1st. 
• President Gibbons introduced the chapters new social group the “Queen Bees”.  Details are printed in the August chapter newslet-

ter. 
• There is a “Breast Cancer Awareness Poker Run” scheduled for Saturday October 28th.  Riders are encouraged to wear pink shirts 

in support.  Details forthcoming. 
• Bert’s Black Widow will host a “Blue Knights Day”.  Details will be announced. 
• Members unanimously approved a $250 donation to the family brother of George Anderson to help with funeral expenses for his 

recently deceased spouse Veronica Anderson. Motion: Brian MacConnell, 2nd: Tim VanSchultz.  
SICK AND DISTRESSED:   
          Please keep our sick and distressed members and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 

   Rory MacConnell, CeCe MacConnell, Geri Buscemi, Jeffrey Longwell,  Paul Fieber, Baby Luke, Jack Ovadia 
50-50 DRAWING:         Amount: $55      
  
MOTION TO ADJOURN:       Time:  8:05    Motion: Brian MacConnell, 2nd: Jim Thomas, Unanimous Approval    
 

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING:   TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5TH 
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Albert Einstein arrives at a dinner party as the special guest. As he en-
ters, he turns to the person to his right and introduces himself before he 
asks, "What's your IQ?" 

The person excited to be asked a question by Albert Einstein quickly an-
swers, "189." 

"That is wonderful!" says Albert. "We will talk about the Grand Unifica-
tion Theory and the mysteries of the universe. We will have much to discuss!" 

After a few minutes a woman joins the conversation and Albert introduces himself 
to her and asks, "What's your IQ?" 

The lady answers, "143." 

"That is great!" responds Albert, and the conversation turns to politics and current 
affairs. 

After about 15 minutes a bearded man walks up to join the conversation and Albert 
asks, "What's your IQ?" 

The man answers, "58." 

Albert's face lights up as he exclaims, "So you're the one who rides the Harley 
parked out front!" 

SOLUTION ON PAGE  9 



  

 

 

 

 

     

      Compliments of Rodney Stearns 
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When displaying the American flag with another flag with 
crossed staffs against the wall…the American flag should be 
on the right (the flag’s own right), and its staff should be in 
front of the other staff. 

The American flag should be at the center and the highest point 
when displayed with a group of state flags. 

   This should go without saying, but I observed this recently when someone 
 decided they liked their football team more and had a bigger foot
 ball flag and at the top of the American flag.  However, when flags 
 of states, cities, etc., are flown on the same halyard, the American 
 flag should be at the peak. 

THE STORY OF THE GUARDIAN BELLS 
These little bells, known in the motorcycling world as Gremlin Bells, Guardian Bells, or 
Spirit Bells, are a kind of good luck charm for motorcycle riders. The bell is said to protect 
them during their travels, similar to how a pendant or image of St. Christopher, the patron 
saint of travelers, is often carried in vehicles to protect their occupants while on the road. 

Here’s how the bell works: legend has it that there are harmful spirits that lurk the roadways, always on the lookout 
for motorcycles to cling onto and cause mischief. You may have heard of unusual and hard-to-diagnose problems 
that occur in machines (most often in electrical systems) being called “gremlins,” and supposedly, it is these same 
unpredictable and harmful spirits that cause problems for motorcycles and their riders. 

The Gremlin Bell is a way to ward off these spirits. It is said to work by capturing them in the hollow of the bell and 
infuriating them with the constant ringing until they release their hold and break free, returning to the roadway to find 
another unsuspecting rider without a bell to harass instead. 

 The Rules of the Bell: 

There are some “rules,” however, to the Gremlin Bell and how it works: 

1.) It should not be bought by the user - in order to work, it must be given to a rider from a loved one. According to 
the legend, a bell is “activated” by the gesture of good will when someone, especially another rider, gives it to a rider 
they care about as a gift. 

2.) It should be attached to the lowest part of the frame. Because gremlins lurk on the roadways and “grab” onto 
bikes as they pass by, the low-hanging bell should be the first thing they contact, so that they are immediately cap-
tured by it. It should be attached securely – safety wire is sometimes used, but that can create rust and scratches, so 
a zip-tie is generally the preferred method. 

3.) When a bike with a bell on it is sold, it should be removed. The Gremlin Bell is a gesture of kindness to a rider 
from someone who cares about them, so it should be kept by the intended recipient, and can be transferred to anoth-
er bike. If someone sells a bike with a bell and they want the new rider to have it, they should still remove it, and give 
it to them face to face.  

4.) A bell that is not given with intentional good will loses its spirit-fighting mojo. If someone steals a Gremlin Bell or a 
motorcycle with a Gremlin Bell attached, the gremlins go with it – and the bell will no longer ward them off. The key to 
the bell’s power is good will. If it is stolen, it loses its effect...and karma will take care of the rest! 

5.) One Guardian Bell is all that a bike will need if all of the above rules are followed. Ride safe, and KNOW that you 
are loved! 
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Blue Knights International 
Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club 

50th Anniversary 

Date:  July 21st – 26th, 2024 

Location: Sugarloaf Mountain Hotel & Conference Center 
  5092 Access Road 
  Carrabassett Valley, Maine 04947 
Phone: 1-800-843-5623 
 
HOTEL ROOM RESERVATIONS ARE FULL.  Condos are available.  Go to the Sugarloaf web page and go 
to the lodging link; you can then scroll through the various condo photos and descriptions and choose 
what type you would like with the bed configuration you want. You will then need to call and they will 
take your information to make your reservation. Tell them what you want... If they do not have one 
available right away, they will take your info (type of condo, etc) and put you on a wait list and call you 
when one is added to their inventory. 

Recruitment and retention is all members job.... always wear you colors and promote our organization 

Blue Knights® International - Contact Information 
 

 Blue Knights International 
(Office Hours 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM EST) 
38 Alden Street 
Bangor, ME, USA 04401 
Tel:  +1 (207) 947-4600 

 General E-Mail 
hq@blueknights.org 

 Sales E-Mail 
sales@blueknights.org 

 Membership E-Mail 
membership@blueknights.org 
renewals@blueknights.org 

 Public Relations Dept. E-Mail 
publicrelations@blueknights.org  

javascript:window.location.href%20=%20'mailto:'%20+%20['hq','blueknights.org'].join('@')
javascript:window.location.href%20=%20'mailto:'%20+%20['sales','blueknights.org'].join('@')
javascript:window.location.href%20=%20'mailto:'%20+%20['membership','blueknights.org'].join('@')
javascript:window.location.href%20=%20'mailto:'%20+%20['renewals','blueknights.org'].join('@')
javascript:window.location.href%20=%20'mailto:'%20+%20['publicrelations','blueknights.org'].join('@')
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SRC Election and Voting Update 
Greetings: 
 
With the opening of the SRC electronic voting about a month away, it has come to the attention 
of the SRC Board that many chapters are confused as to who the actual candidates for SRC 
offices are in the upcoming election. 

Social media posts, the recent campaigning for the International election, and other factors 
have contributed to the confusion. 

Thus, a preview web page of all candidates has been set up on the SRC website so that 
chapters will know officially who the candidates are.  

To access the Election Preview Page, go to the SRC Website ( https://srcknights.org/ ) and 
click the Elections Info button on the front page or the Elections button on the Main Menu. 

Electronic voting is new to the SRC election process. The voting will not occur on the SRC 
Website.  

The voting will be handled by the International Webmaster Joe Ball, and oversight will be by 
the SRC Elections Committee which was approved and put in place at the last President's 
meeting.  

Voting will open on September 20th, 2023 for 30 days. 

Each Chapter will have one vote cast by the Chapter President. 

Election results will be announced at the Fall 2023 SRC Presidents meeting on October 21st, 
2023 in Biloxi, MS.   

More information about electronic voting will be made available as we get closer to the opening 
of the voting. 

Notice: You are one of many recipients of this SRC group email because you are listed as a 
current SRC President, SRC State Rep, or Executive Board Member.  

If you are not in one of the above categories of individuals, or your information is incorrect, or if 
your chapter has a new or different President, or other Officers that should be on this 
list, please let us know so we can make corrections or updates. 

_________________________ 

Ride with Pride! 

Brotherhood before Politics! 

Mike Shockley 
Blue Knights International 
SRC Chairman 
706-338-1742 
msshockley@gmail.com 

https://srcknights.org/
mailto:msshockley@gmail.com
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https://pavingcrew.com/
https://www.adrenalinehd.com/


Hours: 11am - 9pm 
5231 University Pkwy , Sarasota 
(941) 841-9279  

WEBSITE:  https://mission-bbq.com  
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     Beverly Hills Dog 
 Premier Doggy Daycare 

    For tiny, small and medium sized dogs                
2030 Bispham Road Sarasota 34231 

                       941-822-0888 

         http://www.beverlyhillsdog.net 

        Concierge overnight care available 

https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/#hours
https://www.restaurantji.com/fl/sarasota/mission-bbq-/map/
tel:(941)%20841-9279
https://mission-bbq.com/
https://www.beverlyhillsdog.net
http://www.beverlyhillsdog.net/
https://www.livingvogue.com/agent/Charles_Ratliff/8516084

